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CARNAHAN “MILLS 


Like a ribbon of silver among the low hills 
The River runs down to the Carnahan Mills; 
Serene in its reaches of shadow and light, 
In a lap of the earth that is dear to my sight, 

And along the bright waters are spirits in stone 
And voices in woods that are ever my own, 


I little have cared that the crowd has forgot 
That ever I lived near the beautiful spot, 
Or ever I walked oter the little green sward 
That slopes in the sun at the Carnahan ford. 
The thing that is precious and golden and good 
Is the youth of me left by the path in the wood. 


'Tis the song of the river that flows by the crypt, 


Where the joys of my life into ashes have slipped; aa 
'Tis the bloom of the elder, the scent of the vine, Nf 
That environ that far-away eden of mine, RAR: 
That draw me away to the low, sunny hills, oT i 


Where the river runs down to the Carnahan Mills, 


-— George Stockard 


Adam Carnahan, owner of the Carnahan 
MijJis at what is now Savoy, was a 
Cumberland Presbyterian minister, 
George Stockard, who wrote the 
poem, was a grandson of Adam 
Carnahan. He was a newspaper 
editor, lawyer, and the county's . 


favorite poet. The poem was OO ee, 

written before 1920. Both sik el, 

Adam Carnahan and George . 7 ** less 

Stockard are buried im’) “© Sr 8 essa Nanna ete TT 

the old Mt. Comfort bee =- ee a can ET iicobriete eioeel 
b in round, New BAUR sngeettene | ta Ce 


ae SEAN eee LIBRARY 


"The Memoirs of W.G.D.Hinds" 


"The Memoirs of W.G.D.Hinds", the lead article in the current issue 
of The Arkansas Historical Quarterly, should be of special interest to 
Washington County readers, The Civil War adventures described in this 
article took place around Viney Grove and Prairie Grove in our county, 
Theye are many familiar names in the stery, including Marrs, Rollans, 
Borden, Crawford, Meadearis, Kidd, Tilley, Wilson and others, 


W. G. Dudley Hinds was the son of Dr. John Hinds, physician and Cun- 
berland Presbyterian preacher, who came to Cane Hill in 1858 to put 
his children in school. In 1861 the family moved to Viney Grove, Dr. 
Hinds was made prisoner by the Federals and taken to Springfield, Mo., 
where he died from exposure in July 1862. 


W. G. D. Hinds was one of three sons of Dr. and Mrs, John Hinds. He 
was born in North Carolina in 1845, came to Arkansas with his parents 
in 1858, attended Cane Hill College, and enlisted in Captain Pleasant 
Buchanan's company in the Confederate army. The adventures he relates 
in his "Memoirs" occurred while he was in WashingtonCounty on detached 
duty from the command of Col, W. H. Brooks, also a Washington County 
citizen, 


After the war (1872) W.G.D. Hinds married Miss Mary Dallas Pittman, 
sister of Judge S.P.Pittman ofFayetteville. Later they moved to Siloam 
Springs, then to Bentonville, and to South McAlester, I.T. Mr. Hinds 
published a newspaper in each of these towns, Mrs. Hinds died in 1913 
and Mr. Hinds in 1929, They are buried in Muskogee. 


FLASHBACK readers can obtain a copy of the Quarterly centaining the 
Hinds "Memoirs" by sending 75 cents to Prof. Orville W, Taylor, Little 
Rock Junior College, Little Rock, Ark,, and asking for the Winter 1954 
issue (Volume 13, Number 4), Or, better yet, send $3 and become a mem— 
ber of the Arkansas Historical Association and receive all issues of 
the Arkansas Historical Quarterly for a year, 


The Hinds "Memcirs'" have a wonderful closing paragraph. Here it is: 
"This ends the stury of the most exciting series of episodes in my 
usually uneventful iife. It is just the story of a heedless boy blun- 
dering into pjaces of great danger, and the intervention of what seems 
to him, in his iater years, to have been a kind Providence protecting 
him from apparent certain death, The chief fault with this story is 
that it is written in the first person, but the love of those for whom 
it is written will excuse all of its faults," 


Pulaski County Historical Review 


The March issue of the Pulaski County Historical Review contains 1.) 
"The McHenry Family, Pulaski County Pioneers" -- a. thorough research 
and writing job by Margaret Smith Ross; 2.) a tribute to the late 
Claude A, Rankin, Commissioner of State Lands; 3,) "Nathan Warren, 
Free Negro Confecticner" of Little Rock in the 1850's -—— one of the 
too few contributions to Negro history; 4,) "Pulaski County Marriages" 
from 1841 to 1845 inclusive. There are afew names in the Pulaski 
marriage list that also appear in Washington County, Some of our read- 
ers will be interested in Yeager, Morrow, Dismukes, Maguire, Eoff, and 
Kuykendall, 
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A Page or Two of. News. Briefs 


The January 1955 issue of The Mid-Continent Banker, published in St. 


“Louis,Carried a history of banking in Arkansas and an article entitled 


"Arkansas! Oldest Banks.” Heading the honor roll of "The Ten Oldest 


“-. Banks in Arkansas" was the McIlroy Bank of Fayetteville, established 
~~ Jan. 2, 1871. Second oldest is the First National Bank of Fort Smith 
fi (1872) and third oldest is the Worthen Bank and Trust Company of Little 


Rock (1877). 
WCHS | | 
Bill Delaney, proprietor of the Orion Book Service (dealer in Arkan- 


“giana and Americana) at Fort Smith, has given our Society a 50-cent 


shinplaster issued by the firm of Stirman & Dickson of Fayetteville in 
1862. This fractional currency was issued by merchants in Fayetteville 
VanBuren, Fort Smith, and other cities and was redeemable in specie if 
presented in amounts of $5 or more. It took the plaée of silver | coins 
that had almost disappeared from circulation by 1862. 
WCHS 
The February issue of the Arkansas Valley Historical Papers contains 


ea a list. of Pope County marriages from 1836 to 1846. Some of our WCHS 


_. members will be interested in the following names: Nix, Baty, Reed 
_., Yates, Langford, Sharp, Edmiston, Gilbreath, Greer, Caudle. The issue 
.., also contains the muster roll of Capt. Davia West's Company soe sen 
~. sas Volunteers for the Mexican War. 


WCHS 
G. W. Humphreys of Nodende Texas, sent a contribution for the Hugh 


Dinsmore memorial fund and wrote us as follows: "Hugh Dinsmore was the 


first Congressman I ever saw.- He came to Elm Springs in 1901 or 1902 
and I have a distinct recollection of what a fine—looking man he was 
and of the fine buggy and team of horses he drove. It was:also grati- 


fying to learn that the Distinguished Citizen award was made to the 


Rev, William Sherman whose family lived at Elm Springs and who was a 
close friend of my Father's," | 


. | WCHS . > 
J. E. Bunch of Elkins sent us a newspaper clipping carrying ‘a pic- 


_bure of the fireplace inthe home of Mrs, Margaret Arrington near 
.Cass,. Ark. The caption reads: "Frank and Jesse James once warmed then- 


,Selves at this fireplace....in a many-roomed and modern ‘hunting lodge 
near Cass that originally was a 2-room log cabin on the old Sam Turner 
place." We have put the clipping in our Jesse James file ‘and will wel- 
come. any other information (fact or legend) pertaining to the presence 
of the. James boys in northwest Arkansas after the Civil War. 

WCHS 

Mrs. Margaret: Ann Trautman of Hazleton, that ana” “would like» to hear 
from.anyone who can furnish information about the descendants of: John 
Robinson, soldier of the American Revolution’ who is buried in the 
Thornsberry cemetery in our county. Mrs.Trautman is the great-great- 
great—granddaughter of John Robinson, - pee" 

WCHS © } | 

The mayor and city council of Fayetteville have been informed by one 
of our Society members that the name of Rollston Avenue was incorrect- 
ly given in the City Directory and on street markers as "Ralston" Ave-: 
nue, F. M. McConnell wrote as follows: "The writer has resided here. 
more than 50 years, and others who have resided here as long or longer, 
know that this street was named for the Rollston family." 

Rollston is not the only name misspelled on our street markers; 
"Ragan" is another. There are others. City and directory officials are’ 
invited to consult our Society for information about the old families’ 
for whom many of our streets are named. Spellings like "Ralston" and 


"Ragan" are meaningless. UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS 
IVERS RKANS 


fIPrPaA mis 
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Hindman Photos in Society's Collection 
Through the courtesy of Mrs. Gertrude Miles of Fayetteville, our 


Society has acquired a complete set of copies of the Hindman family 
miniatures and other photographs. The originals were collected by Gen- 
eral Hindman's daughter, the late Mrs. Blanche Cox, They include pic- 
tures of General T.C.Hindman, his wife, his four children, his parents, 
the Hindman home at Helena, and others, Thirteen of the photographs 
will be reproduced in an early issue of the Arkansas Historical Quar- 
terly and will be available to our WCHS members. Mrs. Miles is the 
grand=niece of General Hindman, Her grandmother, Mary Lyons Hindman 
(Mrs, James Baxter Ellis) was the sister of the noted Confederate 
general, As most of our members know, General Hindman was commander in 
chief of the Confederate army in the battle of Prairie Grove, 


Society Holds First Round Table Session 
The first Round Table session of our Society was held March 2 in the 


dining room of the MountainInn. Some 4,0 members came to enjoy 14 hours 
- of discussion on the subject, "Interesting Trials in Washington County", 
~ Lee Seamster told of a noted contempt of court case of 1845. Judge 
Seamster's talk appears elsewhere in this issue of FLASHBACK. Other 
members related stories about old-time lawyers. Various other histore 
ical subjects were discussed by interested participants. Out-of-town 
visitors were introduced: Mrs. and Mr, E. A. Bellis and Mr. and Mrs, 
W. W. Vaught of Winslow, Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Goodall of Stillwell, Mr, 
and Mrs. McCuistion of Prairie Grove, Mayor Alvin Seamster of Bentone# 
=“ wille and F, P. Rose of Rogers. The Round Table sessions are held en 
- the first Wednesday evening of each month. 


Publishes History of Turrentine Family 
"The Turrentine Family", just published, is the result of 25 years 


of research in the family's history by G.R.Turrentine of Russellville, 
“°Mr, Turrentine is tegistrar of Arkansas Polytechnic College and presj- 
“" dent of the Arkansas Valley Historical Association. The 128—page book 
reveals a fascinating story of the descendants of Alexander and Samuel 
' Torrentine who arrived in Philadelphia on board the "Couli Kan" frem 
' Ireland in 1745. It also reveals a tremendous amount of painstaking 
research, Chapter headlings are: European Background, The Immigrant 
Ancestors, An Amateur Genealogist, Source Material, and The Turrentine 
Genealogy in Outline. In his Preface, the author says: "The family is 
unique in this respect. Every Turrentine in America, as far as-our ree 
“search reveals, belongs in this volume. There is only one family." 


Committee To Help Secure Uniform Markers 
Because of the interest shown by a number of organizations in marke 


ing historic sites, the Washington County Historical Society has named 
a committee ( Robert R: Logan, chairman ) to aid local groups and te 
secure uniformity in the markers, Our members are invited to inspec}t 
“the markers at Cane Hill, Rogers, Bentonville and Pea Ridge, which are 
“made of cast-iron and have from 40 to 80 words -- enough to teli the 
story of the historic event which they commemorate. 

The "Trail of Tears", "Butterfield Stage Route" and "Battle of Pea 
Ridge" markers on Highway 62 near Elkhorn Tavern were placed by the 
Pea Ridge National Park Association in 1933. The."Cane Hill College" 
marker at Cane Hill, the "Betty Blake Home" marker at Rogers, and the 
"First Court House" marker at Eentonville were placed by the Arkansas 
‘Centennial Commission and /rkansas Historical Commission in 1936 
Aluminum has replaced iron in modern historical markers. The cost 
about $125 per marker -— much less than the old-time bronze plaques, 
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Washington County Commissions in the Territorial Militia 


(Editor's Note: This list of commissions in the Washington County 
territorial and state militia is from the original record book. which 
was just recently discoverea by the state's history commissioner, Mr. 
Ted Worley, among the archives in the Old State House in Little Rock. 
This is the first time, so far as we know, that this information has 
been published. The list contains such pioneer Washington County. names 
as Larkin Newton, John Billingsley, Samuel Alexander, jWilliam and 
John McGarrah, Sam Marrs, Abraham Whinnery, Hay and William Crawford, 
and many others, It is with pride that FLASHBACK presents this import- 
ant addition to the recorded annals of our County. -= WJL* 


| Crawford County Cavalry 
October 20, 1823 
Frederick Fletcher, Captain 
Larkin Newton, lst Lt, 
John Billingsley, 2nd Lt. 


Lovely County Regiment 
June 7, 1828 
Larkin Newton, Major — 


Governor's Staff 
March 20, 1832 
Archibald Yell, Adjt General, vice Whenton Rector, resigned 


Washington County (1st) Regiment, Territorial Militia 
List of Commissions 


Feb. 9, 1830 | 
Wm, B. Woody, Colonel 


May 5, 1830 
Hay Crawford, Lt.Colonel 
John Billingsley, Major 
Pleasant Jdhnson, Captain, 1st Co., lst Bn. 
John H. Herrold, lst Lt., lst Co., lst Bn. 
Thomas Hall, 2nd Lt., lst Co.,; ist En. 
Nathan Caughman, Captain, 2nd Co., lst Bn. 
William McGarrah, lst Lt., 2nd Co., 1st Bn. 
William Bloyd, 2nd Lt., 2nd Co., 1st Rk. 
Elijah Tollett, Captain, 3rd Co., 1st Bn. 
samuel’ L. Marrs, lst Lt.,. 3rd Co., lst Rn. 
Zachariah S, Thompson, 2nd Lt., 3rd Co., lst kn, 
John W. Huntor, Captain, lst Co., 2nd Bn. 
Benton C. Hill, Captain, 2nd Co., 2nd bn, 
James B. Ratliff, lst Lt., 2nd Co., 2rid Bn. 
Benjamin Reed, 2nd Lt,, 2nd Co., 2nd Bn. 
Daniel Thomason, Captain, 3rd Co., 2nd Bn. 
John Wagnon, Ist Lt., 3rd Co., 2nd Bn. 
Samuel S. Alexander, 2nd Lt., 3rd Co., 2nd Bn. 


June 9, 1830 : 
Isaac Williams, lst ‘Lte, 1st Co., 2nd Bn, 
Joseph Miller, 2nd ee 1st Co., 2nd Bn. 
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April 25, 1e3tc: 


Francis Williams, Captain, 2nd Co., 2nd Bn. ~ 
vice Benton G. Hill, moved away 


August 1, 1831 
, John G. Stout, Captain, lst Co., 2nd Bn. 
in place of Hunter, resigned 
Robert C. Whisenhunt, 2nd Lt., 2nd Bn. 
John G. Walker, Captain, 4th Co., 2nd Bn. 
Wade Lipscomb, 1st Lt., 4th Co., 2nd Bn. 
Meredith H. Roberts, 2nd Lt., 4th Co., 2nd Bn. 


September 13, 1831 
William C. Reed, Captain, 4th Co., 2nd Bn. 
Young Whitten, lst Lt., 4th Co., 2nd En. 
Pleasant Womack, 2nd Lt., 4th Co., 2nd Bn. 


November 9, 1831 
Hugh Allen, Captain, 3rd Co., 2nd Bn. 


January 30, 1832 
Abraham Whinnery, Adjutant 
Bryan H. Smithson, Judge Advocate 
Jacob Chandler, Pay Master 


March 15, 1832 
Daniel Thomason, Major 
William Crawford, Captain, 3rd Co., 2nd-Bn. 
Elisha Tilly, lst,.Lt., 3rd Co., 2nd Bn. 


August 13, 1832 
John McGarrah, Colonel, 2nd Regt. 
William Allen, lst Lt., lst Co., lst Bn., lst Regt. 


November 3, 1832 
Daniel Thomason, Colonel, lst Regt. 


July 25, 1835 
Thomas Crain, Captain, 5th Co., 2nd Regt. 
Benjamin Vaughan, lst Lt., 5th Co., 2nd Regt. 
Michael Shank, 2nd Lt., 5th Co., 2nd Regt, 
Francis Dunn, Captain, 6th Co., 2nd Regt. 
Joseph Bollinger, lst Lt., 6th Co., 2nd Regt. 
James Spencer, 2nd Lt., 6th Co., 2nd Regt. 
James M, Hawkins, 2nd Lt., 4th Co., 2nd Regt. 
John N. Nokes, Adjutant, 2nd Regt. 
Bryan H, Smithson, Judge Advocate, 2nd Rest. 


August 21, 1835 
John G,. Walker, Lt,Colonel, lst Regt. 
Francis: Williams, Major, 1st Regt. - 
John G, Stout, Captain, 1st Bn., ist Regt. 
R. G. Whisenhunt, lst Lt., lst Bn., lst Regt. 
George W. ------- » end Lt., lst’ En., 1st. Regt. 
Wm. H. Simpson, Ensign 
William .Crawford, Captain 
James Oneal, Captain | 
Huston J. Couiter, lst Lt. 
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August 21, 1835 
H. Sinclair, 2nd Lt. 
Thomas Haygood, Ensign 
Wm, F. Allison, Captain, 2nd Bn. 
Journdan Wyatt, lst Lt., 2nd Bn. 
Ransom P. Clary, Ensign, 2nd Bn. 
Joseph Patterson, Captain, 2nd Bn. 
Daniel Gulberth, lst Lt., 2nd Bn. 
William Ragon, Adjutant, lst Regt. 
Littleberry Mason, Judge Advocate 
Jacob Chandler, Pay Master 
Samuel Marrs, Captain, 2nd Bn. 
S. Mullenaux, lst Lt., 2nd Bn, 
Benjamin Roberson, 2nd Lt., 2nd Bn. 
Benjamin Strickler, Ensign, 2nd Bn. 
Colville Cole, 2nd Lt., 2nd km. 
Enoch Chandler, Ensign, 2nd Bn, 


March 29, 1834 
John Wagnon, Captain 


Washington County 2nd Regiment, State Militia Commissions 


May 17, 1834 
Onesimus Evans, Judge Advocate 
Samuel Bollinger, Adjutant 


Apri. 3.01330 
Lewis B. Tully, Lt.Colonel, 2nd Regt. 
Randolph Prather (?), Captain, 3rd Co., 2nd Regt. 
William Mullen, lst Lt., 3rd Co., 2nd Regt. 
Robert Jackson, Captain, 6th Co., 2nd Regt. 
Francis Ogden, Ensign, 6th Co., 2nd Regt. 
Ambrose G. Williams, Captain, 7th Co., 2nd Regt. 


July 11, 1835 
James M. Tuttle, Colonel, vice J. McGarrah 


June 8, 1836 
James P. Hume, Captain, 2nd Regt. 
Henry Cureton, lst Lt., 2nd Regt. 
Samuel O, Harris, 2nd Lt., 2nd Regt. 


June 22, 1836 
Samuel O. Harris, Lt.Colonel 
Joseph Bollinger, Captain, 6th Co. 
George E, Simpson, Captain, 9th Co, 
Samuel Burks, lst Lt., 9th Co. 
William L. Ford, 2nd Lt., 9th Co. 


August 21, 1836 
Benjamin Harrel, Major 
William H. McLain, Captain, 7th Co. 
- George L. Davidson, lst Lt., 7th Co, 
* J. H. Hammock, end Lt., 7th Co. 
John G, Stout, Captain, 1st Co. 
Jordan Banks, 1st Lt., lst Co. 
Barnaby Brixley, 2nd Lt., lst Co. 
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Washington (County) Regiment, State Militia 


May 17, 1834 
Josiah Wynn, Captain, lst Bn. 
William R. Ruder, Ensign, 2nd Bn. 
Hugh Alien, Adjutant 
Je by welh, ist Loo, ist (Bn 


November 6, 1835 
Jno. G,. Walker, Colonel 


August 23, 1836 
J. C. Wilson, Lt. Colonel 
J. H. George, Major 
David Moore, Captain 
James Gillett, Captain 
Josiah Self, ist Lt. 
John Gray, 2nd Lt. 
L. B. Cole, Captain 


A Tribute to James Hoover 


The February 1955 issue of The Gospel Challenge, published at 429 
Rock St., Fayetteville, and edited by Grace Reece Adkins, with Fred D. 
Hucklebury and Paul C. Davis as associate editors, published the fol- 
lowing tribute to the late James Hoover: 3 


"At the close of World War I, God called James Hoover, a colored 
young man just out of the army, to work in City Hospital in Fayette- 


ville, Ark. James didn't. know then that it was a call from God. 
Ostensibly it was a janitor's job. But presently everyone -- superin- 
tendents, doctors, murses, patients -- was depending on hin, The 


patient's day began with James! light tap on the door and his bright 
'Good Morning!' when he came in with his broom. His cheer was contag- 
ious, He was a tower of strength to the management. He gained uncanny 
skill with splints and tractions, and the doctors would not set bones. 
until they hac summoned him. His prayers and his faith undergirded the 
entire institution. James went on to his reward just before the holi- 
days, after 37 years of service. The entire city and region has a 
sense of loss,because he transformed-a common job into a holy ministry." 


A Quotable Quote 

Here's a paragraph from the 1954 report of the president of the his- 
torical society at Muncy, Pa., reprinted from the February issue of 
History News, published by the /merican-Association for State and 
Local History: 3 

"We believe in the importance of history. To us, continuity with the 
past is not merely a duty, but a necessity. We faithfully read the 
minutes of the last generation, Too few people realize how truly’ we 
inherit the past --— that we literally live in an ocean of oldness -- 
that our heritage is the sum total of hardship, and heroism, struggle 
and success, We thus respect the past for its own sake. We believe 
that our heritage is best understood by ‘a study of the things that the 
ordinary folk of America have sone and SIH ASS and dreamed” since first 
they began to live here," 
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A LETTER from JOHN BILLINGSLEY, Pioneer, to JESSE TURNER, VanBuren 


(Editor's Note: We have had several requests for copies of the letter 
written by John Billingsley of Washington County to Judge Jesse Turner 
of VanBuren in which he describes pioneer days in Arkansas, The letter 
was published some years ago in the Arkansas Historical Quarterly and 
in the Arkansas Gazette. The: original is in the University Library. 
, Part of the charm of the letter is in the spelling ( for example — 
"rosanyers" for "roasting ears'). We are indebted to Mrs, Bill Delaney 
for copying the letter for us, with all the quaint spelling and punc- 
tuation of the original. -— WJL) 


Billingsley P.0., June the 26 1876 


Sir in reply to your noat of June 21. I have this to say 

My father with 2 outher Famleys mooved from Middle Tennesse- Charles 
Addams and. Samuel Williams - 6 in each famalay made eighteen persons. 
That was in eighteen and 1, We came to the poast of Arkansas in a 
flat boat. Thare we found a french and croal village. The paupau 
indians lived on the south side of the river. Thare we exchanged our 
flat boat for a Ceale boat with a oald indian Trader, Thare was noth- 
ing like stame Boats on the Mississippi River then, We made our way 
the best we could untell we got to the Cadron: thar we found one of my 
fathers brothers that had moved from Kentuckey in a early day. We 
stayed thare one year. Then thar was a trety made With the Cherrockees, 
That then lived on the illinois and point remove creeks on the north 
side of the river. Some of them lived on the south side of the river 
on shoal crek say Beales Village. That moved to Texas and lived in 
what is cald cheroccee county then we moved to Big Mulberey. In 1816 
we made up about 30 famleys and lived thar 2 years in all of the lux- 
ureys of life that a new country could affoard Such as buffalow and 
bare And deer and elk and fish and honey and we had pound cake everey 
day four we beat all the Meal that we eat ina mortare and the first 
year our corne gave out about 6 weeks befour rosanyers came in, our 
subtute for bread was venison dried by the fier and then pounded in 
the morter and made up in small cakes and fryed in Bares oiel. That 
Hoap us on untell Forried irish potaters came in we had all things in 
common. We had no Doctours Nor Lawyers Those happey days. The first 
Legeslator that we held in the Tereyterey was held at the poast of 
Arkansas, my father was a member we had no tax to pay then but a 
countey tax the general government payd all the ballance. About that 
time Magour Bradfourd came to fourt Smyth and set up that poast and we 
furnisht him in Buflow meat for the soalders. And then we got some 
flower from him which was a great treat to us. All the way that Magour 
Bradfourd got the male Then was buy sending a soalder to the poast of 
Arkansas in a canoee Which took him about 3 weeks to make the trip. 
Then the government Made a nother tretey with the indians and we moved 
on the south side of the River and commenst settling all a long the 
river from Fort Smith to where the present seat of goverment is now 
fixt. Some in McClane's Bottom, some at Dardanelle some on Shoal Creek 
and so on and we.soon got thick a nuff to hold camp meetings and every 
bodday would go and leave thare houses For a week at a time And when 
they came back every thing was all right. We then generaley built. our 
chimneys up to the Mantell peace and Hung our meat out side on the 
ribs of the house. If any man had had a lock on any of his doars in 
those days he would have been look on with suspicn, We about this time 
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began to get some Male contracts and soon after that some Law sutes 
mixt in, i must close By saying that Thare is but 4 persons living now 
That live on Big Mulberey In 1816. that I can think of now, The rever- | 
ent John Buchannon The widdow Wager 85 years old and widow Maxwell and ~ 
myself--you must excuse bad righting and speling. 


Sir in further answer to your kine noat of the 21 instand I inform -. 
you that other time that we first lived on big creek my father settled 
at the present Arbucle Place that was in 1818 and the Govener of the 
then Territory was Fulton, I think and all the offices were fild by 
appointment Our first clerk was George Picet and our first: Sheriff was. 
James Wilson and they were appointed during good behavior and the firs 
atterneys was Qualls I forgot his given name and Lucas and Dickson he 
was a sunninglaw of Oald Notrebe of the poast of arkansas. at that 
time all the new territorey of Washington and Sebaston belong to Craw- 
fodd countey and the coarts was held on the river Below big creek at 
the oald Jay place, well the way that we cloathed ourselves that is 
the men. and boys was by drsing Buckskines and wear full sutes of same 
the French came up the river with large canooes and supplied us with 
Domestick:and checks and Earthing ware and callico. We paid them 37 
cents per yard for checks I paid %4 for the first set of te cups and 
sausers'I ever oand and $3 for a green edge dish worth now about 5 
sents, -we paid.50 sents for all the coffee that we got. this was ali 
paid in»bare skines and deer skines and coon skines and bares oiels 
some bever and orter skines and beas Wax and that in a bundance. For 
we had honey in any amount. the first sutler at Fourt Smith was Rod- 
gers.and he got very rich He had so large a custom among the citisens 
and the soalders. he soald every thing vastly high. he had no: opposi- 
tion ‘onley a small trade on the river. Among the first preachers was 
the reverent Jacob Sexton of McClanes Bottom and the reverent Andrew 
Buchanan of big creek and Jesse Blare of Big creek and the reverent 
John:Carnihan of the Cadron and the reverent Gill Foard Pilant of 
McClanes bottom & Mclane was the first squire that was appointed and 
him and the preachers done all the marrying and we had some oald back 
down: dances on the dirt floor and if aney off us lost aney to nales 
thare never was any thing said about it. so you must excuse bad right- 
ing and spelling and wording. 


Chronicles of Oklahoma 


The current issue of The Chronicles of Oklahoma (published quarterly 
by the Oklahoma Historical Society) contains an article on the Fay- 
etteville Female Seminary written by Mrs. Carolyn Thomas Foreman of 
Muskogee. This is a valuable contribution to Washington County history. 
It: contains much information about Miss Sawyer's school, from the news-— 
paper files of the 1840's, including the Cherokee Advocate, Fort Smith 
Herald, VanBuren Intelligencer and Fayetteville Witness. FLASHBACK is 
flattered to find itself quoted in the article -- Miss Sawyer's first 
report to the Board of Missions (October 11, 1839). This report was 
furnished us. by one of our WCHS members, Miss Rowena Gallaway, who is 
herself. an authority on Miss Sawyer's school. Miss Gallaway wrote the 
history of the Fayetteville Female Seminary that appeared in the July 
8, 1945, issue of the Arkansas Gazette, 
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Washington County Marriages of 1854 


Editor's Note: An interesting feature of the county's Marriage 
Records for 1854 is the late recording of six marriages solemnized by 
the Rev, Robert M. King, first president of Cane Hill College, and the 
late recording of seven marriages solemnized by the Rev. Robert Grahan, 
first president of Arkansas College. Why these two clergymen-educators 
waited from one to three years to record the marriages they performed 
is a puzzling question. 


On January 6, 1855, County Clerk P. R. Smith entered the following 
marriages at which the Rev. Robert M. King had officiated: 
Sept. 30, 1852 - Samuel Doak Lowry (28) and Emily Moberly 
Dec. 29, 1852 - Abram Carter and Ada Harrington 
Dec. 22, 1853 - R. Boyd Latta and Elizabeth Simpson 
Mar. 6, 1854 -— Robert Morrow and Elizabeth Gray 
Dec. 16, 1854 -— Zebulon Edmiston and Jane Gray 
Dec. 18, 1854 - A. V. Rieff and Mary Jane Spencer 


The bridegroom in King's first Washington County wedding, Samuel 
Doak Lowry, was King's assistant on the Cane Hill College faculty. 
Lowry had-come from Indiana in 1850. The Rev. Robert M. King arrived 
in 1851 and became president when the College was chartered on Dec.15, 
1852. 


The failure of the Arkansas College president ( Graham ) to record 
promptly the marriages at which he officiated is even more puzzling 
than the Cane Hill president's delay, Robert Graham had filed his cre- 
dentials as a clergyman with the County Clerk on May 12, 1849. He read 
his first marriage ceremony on July 31 of that year. (See FLASHBACK, 
March 1954, page 12.) He performed five marriages in 1851 (see FLASH- 
BACK, September 1954, page 6.) all of which he recorded promptly. Yet, 
from September’ 1852 to December 1854 he officiated at seven marriages, 
which were not recorded until February 1855. 


The Rev. Robert Graham, a graduate of Benthany, Va., College in 1847, 
came to Fayetteville in the spring of 1848, taught at Mt.Comfort, 
opened a school in Fayetteville in 1851, built Arkansas College in 
1852, He resigned as president in 1858 but returned to Fayetteville in 
1860. He left Fayetteville for good on July 27, 1862; spent the war 
years teaching and preaching in California; then was professor of 
English in Kentucky University for 31 years. He retired in 1897; died 
Ine LOO 


In February 1855, County Clerk P.R.Smith recorded the gs mar— 
riages at which Robert Graham officiated: 
Sept. 8, 1852 — William Johnson and Sarah Hawkins 
Feb. 22" 1853 - A. T. Council (Pine Bluff) and Rachel T. Smith 
Sept. 4, 1853 - A. J. Strickland (Texas) and Mary Arrington 
Sept. 7, 1853 - D.C.Williams (VanBuren) and Elizabeth Thomason 
Apr. 4, 1854 + Theodore Rhea (Missouri) and Mary Lindley, 
Nov. 15, 1854 - Wm. Larremore (Texas) and Eliza Jane Coats 
Dec. 18, 1854 — Thos.L.Blennerhassett (42) & Mrs. Margaret Coats 
(The name Blennerhassett -- reminiscent of the Aaron Burr 
conspiracy -— is so unusual in Washington County history 
that we would welcome any information about this man.) 
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In addition to the marriages solemnized by the Rev. Robert M. King, 
president of Cane Hill Collegiate Institute, and those performed by 
the Rev.. Robert Graham, president of Arkansas College, the Washington 
County .marriage record book of 1854 lists the following late record- 
ings for earlier marriages: 


Wm. Emzley Vines and Pheba Jane Riztey, by the Rev, 
Silvanus W. Blackburn (recorded July 20, 1853) 
Henry Gollaher and Jane Dunlap, by Tilmon D. Wisenor 
JP (recorded June 27, 1854) 

James L, Carlile and Ann Eliza Wilcox, PY als D. piccded 
JP (recorded June 27, 1854) 

Finis E. Crawford and Mary Ann Carnahan, by the Rev, 
John Buchanan (recorded June 20, 1854) 
Joseph Dunlap and Mary Gollaher. by Tilmon D. 
JP (recorded June 27, 1854) 


July 8, 1852 _ 
July 3, 1853 - 
Sept.1, 1853 - 
Sept 21,1853 .- 


Nov. 9, 1853 - Wisenor, 


1854 
Jan, 1 -- Abraham Jones & Marena Jones, by Dedmond Mallicoat JP 
Jan. 2 -- William W. Dearing & Rebecca Taylor, by Rev. John Barnes 
Jan. 9 -— William Higgs & Harriet Owens, by John Robinson JP 
Jan.12 -— Anson L. Hodges & Margaret Kirby, by Rev. Samuel Cox 
Jan.17 -- James A. Skelton & Melinda M. Lindly, by Rev.Lewis P.Lively 
Jan.l9 -— John Mock & Letty Jane Phipps, by Calvin Baker JP 
Jan.19 -— Eli Hawkins & Nancy Runnels, by Jonathan Stout JP : 
Jan.22.-- Obijah F. Phelon & Mary Jane Kendrick, by Calvin Baker JP 
Jan.26 -— George v]. Rogers.& Caroline Shannon, by Rev. Samuel Cox 
Jan.26 -- Alfred Clanton & Frances Parker, by M. W. McClellan JP 
Jan.30 -- Thomas Stuart &. Nancy Pool, by Rev. Luther M. Bell 
Jan.31 --— John B. Wheat & Elizabeth Hicks, by John A. Neill JP 
Feb, 2 -- Thomas P. Holt & Malinda C. Lewis, by Tilmon D. Wisenor JP 
Feb, 8 -- Moses G. Dutton & Matilda Gleason, by Rev. S, W. Blackburn 
Feb.14 -- James M. Chism & Lucinda C+ Sizemore, by Rev. L. M. Bell 
Feb.17 -- Aquila Hale & Mahala Bradley, by James Ritter JP 
Feb,26 -—— Wm. L. Waters & Nancy Earnest, by Rev. Benj. M. Routh 
Mar. 5 -— James F. Johnson & Mary Jane Starr, by Joseph P. Stout JP 
Mar. 6 -- Young Phelan & Lelia L. Russell, by Rev. Thomas M. Brinson 
Mar. 9 -— Paschal Herrald & Frances J. Piper, by Rev. L. M. Bell 
Mar,ll -- William H. Rhea & Elizabeth C. Powell, by Rev. H. Powell - 
Mar.1l4 -- Richard M. Garrett & Narcissa Pursell, by Rev. James A. Stover 
Mar.28 -- Obadiah White & Elizabeth S. Loving, by Rev. John Holcomb 
Mar. 9 --— Joseph D. Miller & Elizabeth L. Paul, by Rev, James Mayfield 
Apr. 2 -— William Odle & Eliza Price, by J. D. Odle JP 
Apr. 2 -- Isam Looper & Rebecca Garrett, by James Duncan JP 
Apr. 6 -—- Alexander Marrs & Suavy Barns, by Wm. W. Brownlee JP 
Apr.10 -- Jesse I. Niccum & Nancy Moore, by Calvin Baker JP 
Apr.18.—- John Fletcher & Mary Fletcher, by Rev. Thomas M. Brinson 
Apr.18 -- Wm. S. Knight & Nancy A. Taylor, by Wm. W. Brownlee JP 
Apr .28.--— Thomas Lanigan (Ft.Gibson) & Jane McCormack, by Rev.L.P.Lively 
Apr.30 --.John -T.C. McCafney & Nancy E. Evans, ~by Rev. James E, Mayfield 


May 8 -—-Wm. A. Witherspoon & Caroline F. Shelly, by Rev. Samuel Cox 
May.;8--- David R. Burrow & Jane Reed, by Rev. Samuel Cox : 


May-. 12 —- 
May,-12 =-- 
May 19 -- 


John R. Mills & Mary C. Painter, by Rev. Moses B. Harris 
Jacob: P. Pyeatt & Dunlia E. Crozier, by Rev. Samuel Cox 
H. H. Hill & Sarah E. Detherow, by Dedmond Mallicoat JP 


May 25 
May 25 
May 30 
June 1 
June 6 
June 8 
Junell 
Junel9 
June28s 
June29 
July 2 
Julyl3 
July20 
July20 
July27 
July30 
Aug. 4 
Aug. 6 
Aug.1l0 
Aug.15 
Aug .17 
Aug.24h 
Aug.2h 


Aug.29 
Aug.31 
Aug .31 


Aug ol 
Aug .31 
Sept.1 
Sept .5 
Sep.1h 


Sept.6. 


Sep.17 
Sep.21 
Sep.21 


Sep.24 - 


Sep.24 
Sep.25 
Sep.27 
Sep.28 
Sep.28 
Sep.28 
Octal 
Oct. 4 
Oct .12 
Oct 12 
Oct .12 
Oct ,12 
Oct .19 
Oct.2>5 
Oct .25 
Oct .26 
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Isaac Chambers & Margaret Hodges, by Rev. Samuel Cox 

Isam K. Burrow & Margaret E. Reed, by Rev. Samuel Cox 
Lewis L.A. Woodrow & July Ann Woodrow, by Calvin Baker JP 
Hiram P, Lynch & Melia M, Patten, by John Reed JP 

Nathan Combs & Elizabeth V. Cline, by Kev. Lewis P. Lively 
William Johnson. & Jane Buker (?), by Rev. Benj. M. Routh 
George Read & Rachel Lewis, by Jonathan Stout JP 

Willis Whyte & Elizabeth Stout, by Jonathan Stout JP 
Jonathan Keris (?) & Elizabeth Carlile, by Rev. Young Ewing 
Geo. F. Adkinson & Margaret Ann Curtis, by Kev, Thos.i.Brinson 
Benj. M. Yeager & Tenory Banard, by Rev. J. R. West 

Robinson F. Stroud & Saphponia B. Fine, by John Reed JP 
Rigdon Carroll & Charloty Chapman, by Dedmond Mallicoat JP 
Samuel King & Margaret M. Pyeatt, by Rev. Samuel Cox 
William Graham & Elizabeth Clardy, by Calvin Baker JP 
Randolph R. Gnith &. Amanda Stone, by Rev. Moses Dutton 

James Carrigin & Minerva Hanna, by Jonathan Stout JP 

Thomas Yeager & Agnes Jane Tailor, by James Phipps JP 

Samuel P. Sherrod & Ursula Gamble, by John Reed JP 

Jonathan Cloer & Martha Joyce, by Rev. James Mayfield 

H. B. Wheeler & Mahala A. Hancock, by M. W. McClellan JP 
Aaron P. Marrs & E. E. Forsike, by Rev. Wm. McMillan 

Robert B. Rutherford (Fort Smith) & Sallite W. Butler, by Rev. 
Otis Hackett of Episcopal Church. (Credentials of the Rev. 
Hackett from Wisconsin recorded Aug. 24, 1854.) 

James Hanna & Nancy Martin, by Jonathan Stout JP 

Marcus E. Buchanan & Eliza E. Sharp, by Rev. John Buchanan 
Marquis D. Lefait Mitchell & Rhoda Maberry, by Rev. Jordan 
Banks, (The "D. Lerait" was probably the clerk's way of 
spelling "de laFayette.'') 

Cornelius M. Louis & Mary M. Strain, by Rev. Wm. McMillan 
Robert Strain & Abigail Maxwell, by Rev. Wm, McMillan 
Henderson Redinour & Elizabeth Graham, by John Reed JP 
Jerome L. Greer & Elizabeth Hill, by John Bates JP 

Burgess M. Smith & Louisa Oxford, by Rev. loses Dutton 
Andrew. T. Appleby & Susan Jane Kifer, by Rev. Andrew Buchanan 
William L, Hanks & Lucretia Black, by Rev. Young Ewing 
Samuel N. Gregg & Caroline Boyd, by Rev. Moses Dutton 

John B. Woods & Nancy Glasebrook, by A. W. Brownlee JP 
Jeremiah Combs & Elizabeth Ann Cloer, by Rev. John Holcomb 
Gilford Edwards & Lucy Simpson, by Rev. Wm. McMillan 

Mark McKinzey & Mary Coots, by Rev. Thomas ™. Brinson 

James Claredy & Susan Gibson, by Rev. lioses Dutton 

Moses Lewis & Narcissa Roberson, by Rev. Daniel Howery 
Albert G. Gregg & Elizabeth McRoy, by Rev. B. M. Routh 

James B. Appleby & Eliza Jane Crawford, by Rev.And. Buchanan 
Alexander Murphy & Jane Sexton, by M. W. McClellan JP 
Abraham Mullins & Elizabeth Wetts, by Rev. B. M. Routh 
Joseph Vance & Barbare Rainwater, by Wesley Shores JP 
Columbus. Eliot & Sarah Mankins, by Jonathan Stout JP 


. James D. McClurdy & Judy Ann Kifer, by Rev. B. M. Routh 


Henry Think & Sarah Shaw, by Rev. Samuel Cox 

Joshua E. Smithwick & Margaret Ann Cabe, by J.Newman,Co.Judge 
Jeremiah W.W.,Pearson & Sultana D.Barrington, by Rev. YoungEwing 
Wm. H. Reavis & Mary Ann Maxfield, by Rev. Jordan Banks 
Lee C. Blakemore & Nancy Crawley, by Rev. Young Ewing 
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Oct.26 -- Joseph G. Reed & Mary R. Wood, by Rev. Samuel Cox 
Oct.26 -- Geo, A, Ballard & Nancy Lamb, by Jonathan Stout JP 
Oct.26 -— Ezekiel Boyd & Nancy Jane Gist, by Rev. Moses Dutton” 
Oct.31 -— John G. Elloms & Sarah Jane Baty, by Rev. John Barnes 

(evidently Clerk's misspelling of Elms and. Beaty) | 
Nov. 2 -—— John Brinson & Cyrene Woods, by James M. Williford JP 
Nov. 1 ——- Joseph R: Parks & Jane Poston, by Rev.Martin Thornberry 
Nov. 9 -- Henry Woolsey & Margaret Neal, by Rev. H. Powell 


~~ Nov.23 -- John Maberry & Mary Jane Pass, by Rev. John Barnes 


Nov.26 -—- Henry H. Hill & Susan Jane Davis, by L. G. Bassore JP 
Nov.30 -— George D. Riggins & Mary M. Cornwell, by Rev. John Holcomb 
Dec. 3 -— Walter Lewis & Mary Cosby, by J. M. Williford JP 

Dec. 5 -— Edward Elms & Rachel L. Newman, by Daniel B. Mason JP 

Dec. 6 —— John Harrison & Martha A. Rion (?), by J.M.Williford JP 
Dec.14 -- Wm, A.M.Harris & Sarah H. Caragin, by Robt. R Williams JP 
Dec .24 -- Rufus S. Ford & Ellen Ellis, by B. R. Bingham’ JP 

Dec.24 -~ Ford L. Coley & Elizabeth Phipps, by-Rev. S. W. Blackburn 
Dec.24 -— Edward Peer & Amanda C. Boyd, by Rev, Thos. B. VanHorne. 


. Personals from Goodspeed's History 


' Luther N. Hollis was one of the early-day tanners in Fayetteville. 
He was born in Indiana in 1826, served in the War with Mexico, and as 
a Confederate Soldier in the CivilWar. He died 1877 in Crawford County. 


James M. Johnson Jr., who had attended Ozark Institute and Arkansas 
College, became a Colonel in the Union army. . After the war ‘he was 
elected LDe.utenant-Governor of Arkansas and in 1869 Secretary of State. 
He was a member of the University board of trustees. 


Benjamin E. Woodruff, who came with his parents to Washington’ County 
in 1835, built the first circular sawmill and the second steam flour 
_ mill near Fayetteville. 


James L. M. Weir came to Fayetteville in 1866 and in 1870 engaged in 
the manufacture of tobacco in parnership with George B. Hunt. § The 
enterprise was a failure financially. 


Kugene Wager, born in Switzerland in 1821, came to Washington County 
about 1870 and located at Elm Springs. He purchased and restored the 
Thornsberry mill and in 1876 purchased the Valley Mills on Osage Creek 
in Benton County, giving his name to both the postoffice and township. 


Archibald McKissick Yell, born in Fayetteville, was the son‘of Alex- 
ander Curry Yell and Martha Coffee Yell, who were born in Tennessee in 
1805 and 1806. respectively. A. M. Yell's mother. (Martha Coffee Yell) 
died in Fayetteville on March 25, 1849. A.M.Yell's paternal uncle was 
Governor Archibald Yell. we, 


_.. Thomas J. Patton came to Prairie Grove from Missouri in 1865, then 
moved to’ Fayetteville to put his children in the University.° He was a 
member of the'Legislature and introduced the bill that ‘refunded 
$16,000 to Washington County, the money having erroneously been col- 
lected as interest on bonds issued for building the University. 
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A War Reminiscence and a Dance of Peace 
by B. H. Greathouse 


- (Editorts Note: This article by the Rev. B. H. Greathouse appeared 
in the Fayetteville Daily Democrat of Dec, 17, 1911. We believe our 
readers will enjoy this first-hand account of the patriotic activity 
of the Confederate women of Washington County during the War and of 
the Blue-Gray dance at Greathouse Springs when the War was over. WdL) 


_ In justice to the Confederate women of northwest Arkansas, I believe 
the story of their heroism ought to be told, for I am sure no greater 
heroines ever lived, They tilled the soil, often with no better team 
than a cow or yearling. My own mother cultivated six acres of corn 
with a little red yearling. When they had raised their scant supply of 
food they cooked a good part of it and carried it to the woods and 
divided with concealed men, My mother concealed Gen, Jackson of Miss- 
ouri in the ClearCreek hills for three days and carried hig provisions 
to him, | 


Getting their scant supply of grain ground was a difficult task. On 
one occasion mother and her neighbor,Mrs.Niece, walked to Freyschlag's 
mill on Clear Creek, a distance of six miles, each carrying a bag of 
corn. \vhen they crossed the creek, which they had to do often, Mrs. 
Niece, who was a large woman, would carry over the corn and then take 
my mother on her back and carry her over. When they reached the mill 
their corn was taken from them and they had to return empty-handed. 


Spartan women were not braver than Washington County women, One day 
John Birks and the writer slipped into Esquire A, W. Wasson's house to 
get dinner. While we ate, his brave daughter, now Mrs, John Stokes, 
stood guard. She soon saw the blue-coats coming down the road and 
raised the alarm, We sprang to our horses but when Birks tried to 
mount, his stirrup leather broke and he failed, Miss Wasson seeing his 
Situation ran to him, picked him up in her strong arms and set him in 
his saddle and he dashed away, Often these brave women, with their own 
hands, had to dig graves and bury their own dead that had fallen atthe 
hands of the enemy. 


Miss Mollie Deaver of Elm Springs, now Mrs. Woodruff of Texas, and 
Miss Callie McCamy, now Mrs, Gollaher of Springdale, had the gruesome 
task of picking up the pieces of their brothers, Billy Deaver and Ike 
McCamy, who were burned, and putting them away in their last resting 
places, Women of this sort ought to have their names perpetuated as 
heroines of the first order. Daughters of the Confederacy ought to see 
to it that their names and heroic deeds are not forgotten, 


The devotion of the Southern soldiers to these women was a beautiful 
thing. Every one of them was treated by every Southern soldier as a 
mother or sister. It was natural for them to desire to meet once in a 
while socially, which was a very dangerous thing to do, Sometimes they 
would select the home of some true friend in an out-of-the-way place 
for a gathering. On the appointed night the boys would came in from 
every direction, each with a girl on his horse behind him, Sometimes 
they would travel for miles through the woods alone, but no mother was 
afraid to trust her girl with those boys, for they were gentlemen to a 
man and no mother's confidence was ever abused, 
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When’ ‘the war was over and these boys and ee met in peace, it was 
a happy. time, When the writer, a sixtean-year-old boy, was getting 
home in August, 1865, he passed the home of Alfred Taylor on Clear 
Creek. When Mrs.Taylor and her daughters saw him, they pulled him from 
his horse:and smothered him with kisses, as if he had been their own 
son and brother, and this kind of a scene was not uncommon. . 


People living now can scarcely realize the tie that bound us togeth- 
er in those days. When I reached home the neighbors thought it was a 
time to rejoice and they persuaded my mother, a good Methodist woman, 
to; give them a dance at her:house, which she did, and everyone for 
miles came, Even Methodist. preachers consented for their daughters to 
attend. When Uncle Tom Banks was asked to let his daughters attend, he 
said, "Well, if there ever was a time to dance it is now and I know 
Sister G. will keep things right. So go if you want to." The daughters 
of Jordan Banks were there also. My mother was helping the community 
to peace and men who had been in the Federal army were invited. Hop 
Douglas, the fiddler, sat in the door and two sets were run till the 
smali hours of the night. One amusing scene occurred, A Federal sol- 
dier, dancing with a Rebel girl, got the buttons of his blue jacket 
tangled in her hair and ‘they seemed to be eternally tied together, 
Since then, the Blue and the Gray have lived in harmony in that neigh- 
borhood, 


An Umpaid Bill 


Alvin Seamster of Bentonville has secured the loan of a collection 
of Givil War letters and other documents that were the property of the 
late Jack Maxwell. ~- Among the items is an account book in which were 
the following entries. These charges were evidently for things that 
the Union army had taken. There is no record that O.D.Maxwell was re- 
imbursed by the Federal government. His son, A.J.Maxwell, was~a Confed- 
erate soldier in the 15th Arkansas Infantry. 


U.S. States, Dr.. to O. D. Maxwell 
March 1862, about the 10th, Gen.Curtis, Comdg. 


to 15 bushels stone Coal......cccece Aas eee Ys 
50 bushels corn; proof W.H.Woods...... $50 
250 binds oats.:;...... 5 Cn ei rine {402s 


| CONST) TICS OU OTs clave. cicve siete c.sleimielnte eater sinte 2 
Oct. 31, 1862. Second Wisconsin Cavalry erent 
to 9 acres corn, estimated at 315 bus, 
corn was worth $1,00 per bus, | 
DEOOLA Wal aWOOOS PUL. clels cjsic usu elelelele sete nig Ue 
| | GOLONG: POO, SOLVE Mares cin acc cicc cclciele Sie sek aye 
August 1864, First Arkansas Cavalry, Capt.Worthington 
to 1 ‘saddle, proof Miss Lizzie Woods....:. $15. 
Zemiaglinges DACOM.« «cise. cc's ses een ne% 6. 
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Contempt of Court in Early Washington County | 
by Lee Seamster 


(A.talk given before the Round Table session of the Washington County. — 
Historical Society, March 2, 1955.) 


Neal vs. The State, 9th Arkansas, Page 259 

Proceedings for contempt, determined in the Washington circuit court 
at the June term, 1845, before the Hon. S.G.Sneed, Judge. 

The transcript shows the following proceedings in this case in the 
court below: 
"State of Arkansas, Plaintiff ) 

VS. ) CONTEMPT 

James P, Neel, Defendant 


STATE OF ARKANSAS 
County of Washington 
The State of Arkansas, to the Sheriff of Washington Co. -- Greeting: 
You are hereby commanded to summon James P. Neel, an attorney at law, 
to appear, and show cause, forthwith, why he shall not be fined, and. 
his license revoked, for a contempt of the judge of the 4th judicial 
circuit, now in session; inthis, by sticking up at the office-door 
of the judge thereof the following words: "Sebron G. Sneed is a dam'd 
base and corrupt man", signed "James P. Neel" -- and further to be 
dealt with according to law. Given under my hand and seal, this 16th 
day of June, A.D. 1845. 
| S. G. SNEED, (Seal) 
Judge of the Ath Judicial Circuit, Arkansas 


The sheriff returned upon said writ, "served by reading to defendant 
16th June, 1845." On the same day the defendant filed the following 
response: | 

"And now on this day comes James P. Neel, in answer to summons com- 
manding the same, and for cause, in answer to said summons, says that 
he did not design anything he did as an insult or contempt to the 
court, as it was an out-door matter, &c. JAMES P. NEEL." 


"Whereupon" ( a bill of exceptions taken by defendant states ) "the 
said Neel appeared in court, and the following charge was immediately 
exhibited against him by the court: 'Sebron G. Sneed is a dam'd base 
and corrupt man. -—- James P. Neel.! The words constituting = which 
charge were written on a piece of paper, and found sticking on the 
door of the office of Sebron G. Sneed, the judge who here presides, to 
which charge the said Neel filed the above response, &c,"! 


The court ordered the name of the defendant stricken from the roll 
of attorneys, &c., for six months, and the defendant excepted, and 
brought. error. | | 


The Supreme Court heard the case “upon a Writ of Certiorari. Judge 
Christopher C. Scott wrote the opinion in the case, and he starts out 
as follows: | | 
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SCOTT, J. The supposed contempt, for which the name of the defendant 
in the court below was stricken from the rolls of. Washington circuit 
court, and he, by that court, suspended from the ‘practice of his pro- 
fession, as an attorney at law and solicitor in chancery, in all 
courts of the fourth circuit of this State for the space of six months, 
consisted of the following words, written on a piece of paper, and 
found sticking on the door of the office of Sebron G. Sneed, the then 
judge of the circuit court, to wit: '"Sebron G. Sneed is a dam'd base 
and corrupt man", signed, James P. Neel. Whether this paper was there 
found during any term of the Washington circuit court, does not appear 
with entire certainty; all that the transcript shows, on this point, 
is to be found in the process issued against the defendant below, by 
which he was "commanded to appear, and show cause, forthwith, why he 
should not be fined, and his license revoked, for a contempt of the 
judge of the 4th judicial circuit, now in session, in this: by stick- 
ing.up at the office door of the judge thereof the following words," 
&c. From which it seems that the defendant below was called upon to 
answer for a contempt of the judge now in session: but whether. that 
Supposed contempt had been committed during the term of the court then 
in progress, or during some previous term, or at some previous period, 
not in term time, does not fully appear -- whether it was committed 
during the hours of any sitting of the court, or of the judge, when 
discharging any judicial function, or in the hours of recess, or time 
of vacation, or whether or not it grew out of, or had any: connection 
whatsoever, either proximate or remote, with the official character, 
or with the official conduct, of the judge, either as a court or as a 
judge. 

‘The transcript, however, in the answer of the defendant below, which 
is not contradicted, shows "that he did not design anything he did as 
an insult or contempt to the court, as it was an out-door affair." It. 
cannot, therefore, be presumed, against the face of the record, that 
the paper in question, upon which the charge of contempt was. based, 
had any reference to the official conduct, or to the official charac- 
ter of Judge Sneed, ( either as a judge or as a court). Indeed, the 
Silence of the record, upon this essential point, speak s volumes to 
the contrary, even if the uncontradicted answer of the defendant below 
be left out of views. for, in case the fact were otherwise, it would be 
difficult to conceive, when it is remembered that every contempt must 
necessarily involve official functions, that it would. not have 
appeared on the record, either by the answer of the defendant to inter- 
rogatories propounded to him by the court, or otherwise. 


The court in the course of its lengthy opinion, which covered more 
than 9 printed pages, made several observations which I think are per- 
tinent and should be referred to here: | : 

"The political character of the judiciary, and the tendency of the 
duties which are devolved upon it, rendered it necessary to invest it 
with a considerable share of these privileges. It is. confessedly the 
weakest branch of all governments, wielding neither wealth, force, nor 
patronage. Its duties consist in adjusting and settling the contested 
rights of individuals, in controlling their turbulence, and punishing 
their crimes. These duties are often of a severe and rigorous charac-— 
ter, and as they are generally to be discharged in almost immediate 
contact’ with those on whom they act, their exercise will frequently 
elicit the angry passions, or excite unworthy and sinister attempts to 
bias or avert their operation, and where there is little real power 
and no patronage a certain degree of external dignity may have been 
considered necessary to supersede a too frequent resort to the actual 
powers of the courts," 
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The court also quoted from Blackstone as follows: In 4 Blackstone's 
Commentaries, 238, that writer says: "The contempts that are thus pun-.; 
ished are either direct, which openly insult or resist the powers of. 
the court or the persons of the judges who preside", &c.; and at page. 
285, in enumerating the contempts which degrade the judicial authority; 
he refers to one which consists "in speaking or writing contemptuously . 
of the courts or judges acting in their official capacity." Lt is: 
obvious that in these two clauses the word "judges" is not used by the 
writer for the mere purpose of illustrating his meaning in the use of 
the word "court", for, besides the consideration that this view is not. 
sustained by the context, such an explanation of his meaning is so. 
altogether futile and useless after his luminous exposition of the 
courts in his third volume, as not to be attributed to a writer so 
able and perspicuous, On the contrary, it was evidently his purpose, 
in the first clause, to make the distinction between a disrespect of 
the constitutional powers of the court, and a personal disrespect of 
the judges therein sitting; and, in the second, between a contempt of 
the judges while actually holding a court, and a contempt of the same 
persons while in discharge of judicial duties appertaining to their 
official character, though not performed in court. The opposite con- 
struction would produce a complete identification of the judges with 
the court so as to make a contempt of the one or of the other perfect- 
ly convertible. From which may be deduced the clear privilege of the 
persons of the judges, in or out of court, when acting in their judi- 
cial capacity; not because that an indignity to their persons, when so 
engaged, obstructs the course of justice, for it might sometimes be of 
such a character as not to have that effect, ( and besides, in that 
aspect, it is always referable to another head of contempts: that is, 
for obstructing the powers of the court ), but because, to use the 
words of Blackstone, "it demonstrates. a gross want of that respect 
which, when once courts of justice are deprived of, their authority 
(so necessary for the good of the kingdom) is entirely lost among the 
people." Nor, to produce this effect, is it of any importance whether 
the contumely be used in open court at the moment when the occasion 
occurs or the moment afterwards, when the sheriff has proclaimed the 
adjournment. The only r@1 question in either case is, whether it is 
the official conduct for which the judge is challenged and insulted. 
Nor can a reason be offered for the protection of the person of the 
judge in court, ‘that will not equally apply to a protection out of 
court on the same account, in view of the remark we have already made, 
that whenever the indignity in open court would have the effect to 
interrupt its business, the attachment would be referable to the head 
of obstructing the powers of the court. | 


The court later in its opinion made this observation: But while Aegis 
of the law is so thrown over the judge, it finds no pleasure in him 
when he proves recreant to the high trust reposed in him, for, in the 
language of one of its oracles, (SERGEANT HAWKINS), "If a judge will 
so far forget the honor and dignity of his post as to turn solicitor 
in. a cause which he is to judge, and privately and extrajudicially 
, tamper with witnesses, or labor jurors, he hath no reason to complain 
if he be dealt with according to the capacity to which he so’ basely 
degrades himself"; nor does it animadvert upon his "out-door affairs" 
more than upon those of other citizens, unless these are forced upon 
him on account of his judicial functions. | 
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_The Supreme Court reversed the case and dismissed it for the reason 
there was no showing that the statement was meant in contempt of the 
court or the judge with reference to any court transaction, and the 
judge was subject to abuse the same as any other citizen might be. 
It's interesting to note how careful the court was more than 100 years 
ago to try and correctly state the duties and privileges of an indiv- 
idual as it then appeared. | 


The only reason for preservation of decisions and things that have 
happened in the past, aside from the historical value of knowing what 
has gone before, is for the purpose of pointing a way by which future 
generations might avoid- pitfalls and the dangers that are always lurk- 
ing ahead in all of our' civilization. 


How many and how great have been the previous civilizations before 
the one we now live in, of course, is unknown, but there seems to be 
definite knowledge that previous civilizations have existed and have 
long since passed out of the picture. Within the scope of our own 
knowledge of past history, we have seen empires fall and highly 
developed civilizations deteriorate, and one, if not the principal 
reason, for the deterioration of the nations that have passed on with- 
in our history is the corruption of the trial courts. 


About 100 years ago our own Arkansas Supreme Court, in the beginning 
of a very important decision, had this to say: 

"Whatever may have been the original foundation of the right of 
property, it admits of no question that its protection, in some shape, 
is engrafted into the jurisprudence of every civilized nation. In most 
of them, it constitutes. an important feature of their organic law, 
No government, however powerful, and whether free or despotic, could 
long command the affections and allegiance of its members, or preserve 
. the order and tranquility of civil society, without respecting and 
securing this right and affording adequate redress for its violation." 


One writer, in referring to the best qualifications for a trial 
judge, has said that a court should be an able lawyer, firm in its 
opinions, but always humble -- never arrogant. Justice should. flow 
naturally from the facts developed in each case, The court should 
neither berate the parties nor belabor the witnesses, It should not be 
- necessary for the court to make an argument to sustain its judgment. 

_ Taking a long view of our present civilization, it should grow and 
prosper so long as its laws are just and our courts are fair and honest. 


SHCRT SHORTS 


The annual meeting of the Arkansas Historical Association will be 


held in Stuttgart, ork., May 7 and 8. 


The Congressional Library in Washington has the files of Fayette- 
_ville's first newspaper -- The Witness -- from Feb.6 to June 19,1841. 


The next Round’ Table session of the Washington County Historical So- 
ciety will be held in the Mountain Inn dining room on WeaDeRgey evening, 
April 6. Subject will be "Old Family Bibles." | 
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First Annual Fair in 1878 


(The following account of the first Washington County Fair appeared 
in the Arkansas Sentinel in 1878. Mrs. Myrtie McIlroy Bagby found the 
clipping among her mother's papers and sent it to us. WUJL) 


On Wednesday last the Washington County Agricultural and Mechanical 
Association began their first annual fair at the grounds near town, 
which was very creditable to the county and‘ those men who worked so 
hard for its success, Owing to the heavy rains the week before and the 
almost impassable condition of the roads, many of our people who had 
intended to compete for premiums were greatly hindered and as a conse- 
quent result the exhibits were not as large as might have been expect-— 
ed, especially in produce, vegetables, seeds, fabrics, etc. -—-— because 
of the lack of necessary shelter. The articles which were on exhibi- 
tion were very good. and the fruit fine, particularly the apples :of 
James Felton of Cane Hill. They were splendid specimens and Mr, F. was 
awarded the premium for the best and greatest display. 


In the agricultural and mechanical department the displays were very 
extensive. In order to show their goods to a better advantage, Moore 
& Bro, and W. A. Scott erected a temporary structure, the only one on 
the ground. To Moore & Bro, were awarded the premiums for the best 
lady's saddle, riding bridle, wagon and buggy harness, and to Mr.Scott 
for the best home-tanned leather. Putman & Crenshaw, and Jernigan, 
Botefuhr & Co., our enterprising hardware men, made a fine display of 
plows, reapers, mowers,etc., for the trouble and expense of which they 
deserve great praise. Mr.Wm.inmgles, of Farmington, an agent for agri- 
cultural implements, also made a good display. The two wagons on exhi- 
bition, by James Oates of Cincinnati and D.B. Heaton of this city, 
attracted special attention; they were both splendid specimens of 
mechanical skill and ability and reflect great credit on the makers. 
Both were thimble-skein, light-draft, two-horse farm wagons, That of 
Mr.Oates -- "The Arkansas Traveler" -- so well-known to our people for 
its excellence, received the premium, Although Mr,Heaton was beaten, 
he has a wagon of great durability and strength, and the painting of 
the oneon exhibition would be hard to equal anywhere, The gilt scroll 
work and landscape views on the bed were beautiful and showed great 
artistic taste. | 


The exhibition of live stock was large, and it was with much diffi- 
culty that the judges could arrive at a decision. The premium for the 
best pair of fowls was awarded to J.H.Kelton, who brought in a pair of 
fine Dorkings. For the best bull of any age, Willis & Lake of Viney 
Grove received the premium, and Hardy \Wvarren of Prairie Grove for the 
.best bull one year old, bull calf and heifer calf, In the exhibition 
of hogs the premium was awarded to R.A.Cardwell for best boar any age, 
and to W.F.Dowell for best sow and best display of hogs. On the best 
buck and ewe, Robert Irons of Prairie Grove received the premium, 


--Qn wednesday evening the trotting under the saddle came off. Four 
horses were entered, .by Wm. Mullins, Will Stone, S.H.Rogers and Edgar 
Jennings. The race was half-mile heats, two best in three, and was won 
by Mr.Mullins! horse, All made very good time considering the wretched 
condition of the track, Unfortunately on Wednesday night a heavy rain 
fell which caused a postponement of the racing till Saturday. 
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The premium for the best equestrienne was awarded on Friday. Miss 

-.Josie-Maguire of Maguire's, Miss Sallie Rainwater of this city, ~and 

“Mrs. Dr. Garrison of PrairieGrove were the contestants. All the ladies 
* rode- well, but the premium was given to Miss Maguire, 


. On Sabundey evening there were entered for the racking race three 
_-horses -— C. R. Buckner's mare "Gipsey", A.S.Gregg's gray pony and the 
_ sorrel of John McClelland. The latter's horse distanced the others and 
-won the race in good time, MThe most interesting and exciting of all 
the races was that of pacing. There were three horses in the field — 
a gray entered by A. G. West, a sorrel by Thompson, and L. J. Felton's 
black, The race was mile heats, two best in three. Each horse moved 
splendidly and it was difficult to tell which would come in ahead, It 
was won, however, by the horse of Mr, Felton, without. a single break, 
The day closed with a trotting race in the harness for a premium of 
-$25. Only two horses were put in -- one by W.G.West, the other by W.W. 
Mullins, which resulted in a victory for the former. 
+ The special premium offered by Will Stone for the neatest calico 
dress was awarded to Miss Sallie Rainwater. The premium offered by J.D. 
Wilber of Cane Hill for the best five pounds of butter was received by 
Mrs.W.F.Dowell, The pigeon shooting, engaged in on Friday evening, be- 
tween Prof, Harvey,. Charlie Samstag, George Crum and W.F. Stirman, re- 
sulted in a victory for Professor H., with Samstag second. 


Below we give a list of the premiums, as far. as we have been able to 
obtain them: 
~ On pound cake — Miss Livisa Jones; boiled ham and best five pounds 
butter — Mrs. Jennie Lake; best bushel of corn — Jonathan Clark; best 
bushel rye 9 W.F.Dowell; peck orchard grass, same peck timothy seed -—- 
Master Johnnie Dowell; ‘kershaw — Frank Dowell; best. 100 lbs flour - 
Ferguson & Hanger; best sweet potatoes, Bob and Jim McIlroy; best 
coverlid —- M. A. Hambrick; best cotton quilt —- Miss Sallie Rainwater}; 
best 25 lbs tobacco — first premium to J.D. Chandler of Penton County, 
second to J.H.Hannah. Wm.Cardwell received premium on jack of any age, 
L. Shreve on jack of three years old, Robert Mayes on span of mules, 
M.F.Lake on three-fear-old mule, J.S.Vest on two-year-old mule; George 
Mitchell of Benton County on stallion of any age and suckling colt, 
Granville Stephens on three-hear-old stallion, R.O.Hannah on two-year- 
old:colt, John Maguire on best mare, J. S. Roberts on three-year-old 
mare, george Gibson on two-year-old mare, F.M.Boyd on gelding, Thos.B. 
Whitehead on best brood mare, W. G. McPhetridge on horse colt, Moses 
Tharp on one-year-old mule, N. White on mule colt, A.S.Gregg on best 
span draft mules, Geo.T.Lake on best buggy horse, same on roadsters, 


On Friday, General D. Hi Hill, president of A.I.U., delivered the 
address. A large crowd was present, and he was attentively listened to. 
His remarks were replete with admirable advice to our farming commun- 
ity and full of suggestive thought. We regret to hear that the general 
declines to furnish a copy for publication, . 


The net proceeds of the fair, we learn, will exceed $200. Consider- 
ing all the drawbacks, weather, etc., this is encouraging in the high- 
est degree, 
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skeiton Cemetery 


This little-known burying ground, located a quarter mile east of the 
Veterans Hospital and just north of the Clay Yoe addition, is heavily 
overgrown with brush and creepers and is difficult of access, Here are 
buried. the pioneer, John T. Skelton (1829-1908) and. Mary S. Skelton 
(1836-1898), and other members of the family, including Frederic S. 
Skelton (1879-1900). The Skelton lot is fenced and contains several 
fine tombstones, 


Here also are buried several children of J.L. and l.D. Routh, all of 
whom died in the early 80's; some Seaton children; and. an infant 
daughter of J.H. and T.P. Carter. 

The Thatch family is represented by tiilliam H. Thatch (1846-1934) 
and his wife Saluda J. (1853-1896), and their children, James and 
Birdie who died in 1886, and Ezra, Early and Worley, who died in 1892 
and 1895. 


Other families represented in the Skelton cemetery are: 
Hiram Miner (1841-1889). This name is spelled Minor on another grave- 
stone (Susan, 1867-1897). 
Angie R., wife of George W. Craven (1879-1904) and their son, 
William Ralph Craven. 
Minnie V., wife of Ed Mummert (1882-1906). 


Rutherford Cemetery 


The Rutherford cemetery is located 1+ miles northwest of old Hog Eye 
(Moffitt) and a quarter mile off Sheraeie Grove-—Hog Eye road. The 
following list of pioneer burials in this cemetery was secured by Mr. 
and Mrs, Thomas Rothrock. 


Noel G. Rutherford (1806-1875) and Elizabeth C. Rutherford (1819-1889) 
Richard Dye (1807-1881) and wife Winnie (1812-1892) 

Bayless E. Rutherford (1815-1900) 

Martha Hanna (1813-1896) 3 

Thomas J. Blakemore (1824-1908) and wife Emeline (1825-1877) 
Thomas H. Dye (1837-1877) 

John W. Dye (1837-1863) 

Mary C. Rutherford (1835-1912) 

Louisa Pexton (1837-1914) 

H. T. Carney (1842-1916) and Julia F. Carney (anoutedy) 

John E. Campbell (1844-1887) and wife Melissa (18/7-1903) 
Manerva Murphy (1843-1909) 

John C. Hodges (1849-1911) 

Charles A. Cates (1849-1920) 

Samuel D, Shannon (1852-1897) 

James C. Cate (1853-1933) and Elizabeth C. Cate (1851-1925) 
John Elliott Whitsitt (1855-1921) and Sarah C. Whitsitt (1852-1925) 
Formelia Dye (1855-1923) 

Sadie E., wife of A. J. Blakemore (1856-1885) 

James M. Shannon (1856-1913) 

Thomas C. McCollough (1858-1933) and wife Eliza A. (1856-1949) 
Mary S. Carr (1857-1932) 

Calvin J. Blakemore (1859- 7) 
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Illinois Chapel 


The. cemetery at Illinois Chapel, four miles east of Prairie Grove, 
was probably in use as a burying ground a century ago. The fieldstone 
markers may ante-date the earliest dated burial - which is 1864. Here 
lie many: members of the pioneer Ross, Harrison, Dorman, Fry, Dyer, 
Simpson. and Morrison families. fmong the older members of the Ross 
family are: 

Henry Parker Ross (1806 1876) and Margaret Ross (1821-1905) 
James Henry Ross (1845-1864) 
John Thomas Ross (1850-1930) and Medalene Ross (1859-1939) 


The Harrisons buried here include: | 
Brazil H. Harrison ("Christian, Benefactor, Good Citizen, Honest Man") 
>.(1834-1909) and his wife 1.) Eliza (1829- 1899) and 2.) Jennie 
(1838-1909). 
Laura J. Harrison (1857-1890) 


Among.the Dyers are: 
Joel Sater Dyer (1826-1913) and wife, Laura Caroline Townsley (1822- 
1899) 
Sara Antonia Dyer (? - 1900) 
Lindsey Howard Dyer (1855-1898) 


Other pioneers buried at Illinois Chapel are: 
J. T. Pogson (1827-1891) 
John McKenzie (1828-1892) 
Mark W. Dorman (1835-1908) 
William Cass (1844-1917) 
M. G.»Peacock (1844-1931): 
Richard Marian Ramsey (1845-1927) 
Joseph H, Fry (1845-1917) 
James C.Hollabaugh (1845-1928) and wife Cynthia A. (1840-1921) 
Comadore P. Cohea (1849-1928) and wife Mollie V. (1858-1907) 
Ben Prewitt (1850-1915) 
J. M. Bazzell (1850-1915) and wife Mattie (1857-1932) 
Mary J., wife of Henry J. Fry (1853-1905) 
J. T. McKinzie (1853-1915): and wife Nannie (1855-1928) 
John W. Simpson (1853-1907) 
W. H. Simpson (1854-1916) and wife 1.) Fannie (1856-1899) and 
2.) Sallie (1858-1914) 
Charley A., wife of A. H. Sitz (1855-1899) 
R. A. Morrison (1858-1896) 
Lou Morrison Howell (1858-1929) | 
Ernest H. Dorman (1859-1938) and Dora A. Dorman (1866-1912) 
Herbert W. Dorman (1861-1908) 
Alex H. Fry (1861-1916) 


Other (and later) family names in the Illinois Chapel cemetery are: 
Blankenship, Brunk, Clement, Dale, Jordan, Murrell, Nelson, Waldrip. 
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History of the Spring Valley Baptist Church, 1848-1922 
by Tom Feathers 


State of Arkansas - Madison County. We, a body of Baptist believers, 
whose names are hereunto subscribed, believing in the faith and prac- 
tice of the General Union of the United Baptist, having formed our- 
selves into a church compact, agree ing to watch over each other for 
good and keep a house for God, do call a Presbyter to examine our 
faith (to-wit): J. F. Mitchell, Brantley Write, Joseph Baker and B. D. 
.Grayham, and constitute us into a church. 


Names 
R. D. Gray Benj. Hood 
Agnes Gray Mary Hood 
E. E. Tailor Spencer Cordle 
Sarah Tailor Rebecca Cordle 
Catharine German Daniel Wagnon 
Malivia Gray Mary Wagnon 


We, the Presbyter, whose names are hereunto subscribed, after due 
examination of the faith and baptism of the above named Brothers and 
Sisters, believing them to be Orthodox, we do constitute them into a 
United Baptist Church in the State of Arkansas and County of Madison, 
this the 10 day of July, 1848. 

Witness our hands and seals: J. F. Mitchell Joseph Baker 

Brantly Write B. D. Grayham 


With the signing of the above document, there was the official organ- 
ization of the United (Primitive) Daptist Church in a part of Madison 
County known as Vaughan's Valley. The destiny of this church was for 
it to move west across the Washington-Madison county line and become 
the Spring Valley (Missionary) Baptist Church. The first Record Book 
of this church was 7x16 inches in size and was not an official Church 
Record Book printed for the purpose, as was the second Book, Following 
the official organization in the First Book, there are 14 Articles of 
Faith and 15 Rules of Decorum, 


The last two Articles are as follows: "Any business transacted at a 
called meeting shall be presented at the regular session and ratified 
or rejected and become part of the record, The Clerk shall keep a true 
record of all the proceedings of the church while in conference and 
shall read the same when called on," The last two Rules are as fol- 
lows: "Any member of this church lounging about a drinking saloon, or 
selling or using intoxicating liquors as a beverage shall be dealt 
with according -—- and if still persisted in shall be expelled from 
this church, Resolved -— call the roll every quarter, mark the absent— 
ees and inquire after them; any member failing to attend at least once» 
in each quarter -— good excuse for such non-attendance to be judged 
only by the church and shall be dealt with as the church thinks proper." 
And the church was strict in its adherence to the Articles and Rules. 


The first record of a meeting of this church is dated 1848, August, 
“he Fourth Saturday, and reads as follows: 
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"The Church met at the Big Spring and after preaching set for busi- 
ness. Appointed Brother Joseph Baker moderator and E. E. Tailor clerk 
pro tem. Appointed brethren to the Association as delegates tow it: 
R. D. Gray and E. E. Tailor. The letter to the Association read and 
received and agree to send up the sum of one dollar to help defray the 
expenses of the Association." 


The second meeting was held the fourth Saturday in September at the 
school house on FPrush Creek. The third meeting was held Fourth Satur- 
day in October (1848) at which time it was agreed "to meet monthly, 
the first Sabbath and Saturday before." This agreement was bypassed, 
temperarily at least, as the.church ‘continued to meet on the fourth 
Sabbath and Saturday before, until the September meeting in 1849. Dur- 
ing January, February, March and April, 1849, because "of the severity 
of the weather" only a few attended meetings, held a prayer service 
and transacted no business, 


Other than meeting at the Big Spring, and at the school house on 
Brush Creek, the congregation met at the Edwards place, at the Garrott 
place and at A.J.Vaughan's place until in May 1852 when meetings were 
held at "the new house belonging to R. Lane." The last of the meetings 
away from the "house" until after the Civil War were held at the 
Garrott place during the summer of 1852. These meetings were regular, 
the only interference being the weather, Highlights during the pre-war 
years follow: 


1850 — During the year there was an attempt to unite the congrega- 
tion with Friendship Church. A committee was appointed to consider the 
union and then make a report to the church. The report stated that 
after due deliberations "we find a difference in the Articles of Faith 
and we cannot therefore agree to the Union with Friendship." 


1851 - At the September meeting three delegates were appointed to 
the Association meeting to be held at Newlight Church in Barry county, 
Missouri. At another meeting a Brother acknowledged having two living 
wives at the time he: joined the church, so the church withdrew the 
hand of fellowship from said brother, In July,a¢cording to the records, 
the church:elected its first pastor: "R.D.Gray is the unanimous choice 
as pastor of Brush Creek Church." On November-27, one of the Brothers 
was charged with drunkenness andswearing while attending the United 
States Circus Shows at Huntsville, for which the church withdrew the 
hand of fellowship as expected. (This is the first record of any kind 
of outside entertainment traveling through this part of the state; it 
must have been one of the patent medicine shows that were familiar in 
the early days.) 


1852 — Some interpretations of the Articles of Faith were the cause 
of a "difficulty" among members, and these differences reached their 
peak at the August meeting. It was then that the church sent to Sister 
churches -— Friendship, Sugar Creek, Mt. Vernon,* Pleasant Hill, Hunts- 
ville and Prospect -- for aid in settling the "difficulty". At the 
September meeting the Clerk reported the number of members as 32. 


1853 -During sugust the church met on Prush Creek near Brother Gibbs 
for: a protracted meeting; at the end of this meeting the Clerk ahaa 
lige ‘that the church had 49 members, 
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1854. - The church withdrew the hand of fellowship from one of the 
Sisters for attaching herself to the Methodist society, At the Febru- 
ary meeting ZM Vaughan was elected pastor and the Associational meet-— 
ing for the year was held at Pleasant Grove Church. 


1855 - Elder A M Vaughan was re-elected pastor and C. S. Fritts waa 
elected church clerk. An unexplained contribution was made in April 
when the church sent $250 to one of the sisters in Ft.Smith. In July 
Bro, Manuel, servant of Z M Vaughan, was received into the church, as 
was Sister Milly, servant of ZM Vaughan, in August. The church sent 
delegates to the Association at Vineyard in September, and in November 
ordained W.B.Johnson to the ministry. 


1856 — During this year the church had the usual receptions and dis- 
missals. It sent as delegates to the Association, Elder Z.M. i Sig 
A.J.Vaughan, Wm. M. Hinson and C.S.Fritts. : 


1857 - At the March meeting the church "considered placing a fund 

. in the hands of the deacons to keep the house in order with wood fires 
and water vessels." The yearly Association meeting was held at Concord 
Church in Crawford County, with 2.M. and A.J. Vaughan, Joseph Sanders, 
and J.H.Gibbs as delegates, 


1858 - This year followed the usual routine with two exceptions. One 
of the brothers was excluded for intoxication and one of the sisters 
was excluded for "riotous living." 


1859 - "Bro, Daniel Vaughan presented to the church a blank book for 
the purpose of keeping her records, which was accepted with a vote of 
thanks" at the March meeting. A special committee was appointed to 
place the records in this book and it was presented for the scrutiny 
of the church at the July meeting and was accepted "with some minor 
changes in the reading." The Association meeting was held at the Pleas— 
ant Grove Church in Benton County. Meetings were not held in November 
because of excessive rain or in December because of "severity of the 
weather," 


1860 - At the January meeting the church received Brother Charles 
(black man of Brother Daniel Vaughan). In July the church appointed 
Jos. Sanders, J.H.Gibbs and C.L. Keeney a committee "to ascertain the 
number necessary and cost of benches for the meeting house." The com- 
mittee reported in August "about 20 needed and the cost 10 or 12 
dollars." A committee composed of Jos, Sanders, S.D.Hammons and John 
Sanders was appointed to "proceed with the procurement." Joseph, ser- 
vant of W.B.Johnson, was received into the church in September. 


1861 - The complete report of minutes for the year’ is here given:-- 
July, the first Sabbath and Saturday before, 1861 

No meeting, owing to the great excitement. 
August, the first Sabbath and Saturday before, 1861 

The Church met and after preaching set for business. None being pre- 
sented, dismissed. 


1866 - "The church met on Saturday, the 6 day of January, being few 
in number....Inasmuch as our last church meeting was in August 1861, 
the church agreed to make statement as to set forth the cause why the 
church had not met in conference. The cause was on the account of a 
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horrid and bloody war in our land and county so it was dangerous for a 
congregation to assemble during the time of vacation, four years and 
five months." In September the number of members reported by the clerk 
was.26, Delegates to the Associational meeting for 1866 were Elder 
A. J.Vaughan, J.H.Gibbs, C.S.Fritts and R.R.Lane. 


1867 - At the session held on Saturday before the first Sunday in 
March the church agreed to "unite with the regular United Baptists up- 
on ‘Gospel principles and instruct our delegates to act accordingly." 
At’ the April meeting the church elected Elder T.R. Ferguson as pastor 
and C.S.Fritts, church clerk, During the June meeting a reference from 
the December 1860 meeting was taken up, wherein one of the brothers 
was charged with intoxication and "profane swearing" and because he 
had failed to "comply with the wish of the church the hand of fellow- 
ship was withdrawn from him."In September the church "appointed a com 
mittee of five, consisting of T. R. Ferguson, Z.M. Vaughan, Anderson 
Sanders, R. R. Lane and C. S. Fritts, to select a location and ascer— 
tain the probable cost of a (church) house and report Saturday before 
the second Sabbath in October, 1867. Pages missing from the Record 
Book here include October, November, December 1867, and January 1868. 


“1868 - Elder A.M.Vaughan was elected pastor forthe ensuing year. The 
‘clerk, C.S.Fritts, reported at the August meeting that the membership 
of the church at that time was 50. There are no further records of the 
church until June 1869. 


1869 - The church met at the Little Spring school house for the June 
session. "Resolved that the clerk be required to state in the Record 
the cause of the church not holding her regular meeting. Which capse 
was meeting with the misfortune of getting her church house burned and 
there not being a public house in the neighborhood." Z. M. Vaughan and 
C. S. Fritts were elected pastor and clerk for the ensuing year. The 
church continued to meet during the remainder of 1869 and during 1870, 
but the place of meeting is not designated. 


*-1871 - In January the*church convened at the Brush Creek church. In 
February one brother and one sister were excluded from the church for 
disorderly conduct, and another sister was excluded for joining the 
Free-Will Baptists; in March elected Rev. A.J. Vaughan as pastor and 
J. C. H. Ely, clerk, and agreed to move our place of meeting to Spring 
Valley for an indefinite time; In May the Ordinance of Feet Washing 
was attended to on Sunday night. The church continued to meet at the 
Brush Creek church, so that it must have located in Spring Valley; in 
July A.J. Vaughan, Y.Ragan and R.R.Lane were elected delegates to the 
Association; and in Be Sits ts one of the brothers was excluded for non= 
fellowship. 


The first mention of salary for the pastor is recorded in the min- 
utes of the March 1876 session, at a time when W. S. Capps was pastor 
and Anderson Sanders was church clerk. The church agreed to pay the 
pastor $75 for services for the year 1876." 


~~ 1877 = The recommendation of A.Sanders, B.Timberlake and J.Keeny was 
accepted and the church elected A.J.Vaughan pastor and J.T.Webb clerk, 
The church granted letters of dismission to Elder W.S.Capps and wife 
in April, but the record of his ordination as an Elder, which was held 
at the first Brush Creek church on May 3, 1874, was not entered in the 
minutes of the church until May 1877. 
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1878 - The church agreed in January to pay the pastor, A.J. Vaughan, 
#50 for his services. In September J.W. Harris was chosen to fill the 
unexpired time of J.T. Webb as clerk. 


1879 - One of the sisters was dismissed in January for joining the 
Free-Will Baptists; in September chose G.W.Fitch,J.Keeny, B.Timberlake 
and Don Sanders as delegates to the Association and the clerk reported 
the total number of members to be 38. 


1880 - Delegates to the Association, chosen in September, were Bros. 
Tom Black, Phil Henson, G.W.Fitch and John Webb. At the October meet- 
ing "the church makes it a special request to our pastor to visit each 
family"; and in December one of the brothers "made acknowledgements 
for using bad language." 


1881 - A. J. Vaughan was elected pastor and G. W. Fitch was elected 
clerk at the February meeting. On Monday after the first Sabbath in 
August, the church met at 4 p.m. at the branch near John Sanders and 
baptized Sisters Dora Black, Lulu Holmesly and Frankey Holmesly and on 
Thursday, Aug. 11, the church met at 9 a.m. at the same place and bap- 
tized Stephen Holmesly. In October the church "rescinded the act of 
reception for baptism", and excluded one of the sisters for joining 
the Free-Will Baptists. At the Iscember session, C.P.Tupper was elect-— 
ed pastor and John Sanders clerk, and Bro. John Black was chosen "to 
keep lights and fire for the next year and pay him $15 for his ser- 
vices." A second meeting was held Dec.24, and after a lecture by Elder 
A, J. Vaughan "a personal expression of the members of the church was 
given with a bright prospect for future work about Spring Valley." A 
committee reported $51.05 secured on the pastor's salary and $5.85 for 
the sexton, and the church agreed to "furnish our pastor to preach on 
the first Sabbath night in each month at Fry Schoolhouse and also on 
the 3rd Sabbath and Saturday night previous, in each month," 


1882 - At the January meeting Elder C.P. Tupper accepted the call as 
pastor in person and reported he would serve "one-fourth his time at 
$1.00 per day", to which the church agreed. On the second Sabbath in 
January, Elder A,J.Vaughan baptized Sister M.J.Cundiff in Brush Creek. 
In February Brethren John Sanders, Russell Weaver and A.J.Vaughan were 
appointed a committee to amend the Articles of Faith, Rules of Decorun, 
Covenant and Name. On the first Sabbath in February "excused Elder C.P 
Tupper from pastoral labor during February on acount of his being 
engaged in a religious discussion with a Mr.Beanson of the Campbellite 
Society at Springdale, Washington County, Ark." Also, one of the sis- 
ters was excluded for "joining the Methodists." At the meeting in 
March, the committee reported that they had amended the Articles of 
Faith, Covenant, and Name and asked for more time on the Rules of De- 
corum; the church adopted the Articles and Covenant but the name of 
the church was referred to the next meeting, During the June meeting, 
the amended Rules of Decorum were adopted and ordered to be recorded 
in the Church Book, The first Rule is as follows: "This church shall 
be called Spring Valley Baptist Church." The church had been organized 
38 years and now for the first time is officially named, although pre- 
viously referred to by the various clerks as United Baptist Church, 
Baptist Church-of-Christ and Brush Creek Baptist Church. The Rules 
also state that seven members shall be a quorum for business, and that 
five members may call a meeting by giving proper notice. 
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1883 - The first minutes in the Record Book using Spring Valley as 

a designation appear in July, with Anderson Sanders. acting clerk for 

the absent. John Sanders ‘who resigned in August and was replaced by 

Rus sell Weaver. Mr.Weaver reported the church as the Baptist Church of . 
Christ, at Spring Valley. At the meeting in October the church ordered . 

"that we organize a young folks prayer meeting to be held each Sunday ~ 
evening at 4 o'clock." In November the pastor, C.P.Tupper, was. granted 
"the .privilege of pastoring the Springdale church, provided they will 
pay him-reasonably." On the first Saturday ye in December a can- 
oRuSA BIC preaching service was held, 


188) - At the January meeting the church elected C.P.Tupper. pastor, 
and Russell Weaver clerk for the ensuing year; granted Elder Tupper 
'time-to pastorate the Springdale Baptist Church on the 2d Sabbath and 
Saturday before in each month for the sum of $60 for the year"; elect- 
ed Bros. S. Sanders, B. Tilman and T. T. Black to be "our-trustees to 
maintain the property of and to manage adil suits in favor of this 
church" until their successors are chosen, In February Mr.Tupper was 
granted time to "pastorate the Mt.Vernon Baptist Church each month the . 
next year for $50"; Bros. Ben Tilman, James Gibson, John Harris and 
Russell Weaver were appointed a committee on preaching to seek out the 
points where preaching was needed and to ascertain .the preachers want- 
ed and to inform the said preachers of the need. In September the 
church agreed to ask the Fayetteville Association for admittance to 
that body: and to ask dismission from the Bentonville Association, with 
C. P. Tupper, Anderson Sanders and Ben Tilman to be messengers to the 
Fayetteville Association; also agreed to extend:an: arm of this church 
to the Barr school house, | | 


1885 -— The February meeting was not held "because of measles in that 
settlement." 


1886 — On’ the first Saturday in November the church resolved to 
elect a pastor and clerk at the next meeting so that the church's year 
would begin with the calendar year; at the December meeting Martin | 
Ball was elected pastor, and Isaac Craig church clerk, A special meet- 
ing of the church was held in November at Macedonia. 


1887 - A committee on state missions reported in July. that it had 
collected $6.10 and was discharged; in August and on motion’ of Mr. 
Weaver "a vote was taken whether the church was willing for a Baptist: 
school to be taught in the church or not, resulting in a unanimous 
vote in favor of the school being taught"; In October a series of 
meetings was held and "six converts were baptized"; in the election of 
a pastor in November, Ball got. 28 votes and Graham 24 votes, John Webb 
was named clerk, _ The statistics of the work of the church’ during 1887 > 
were given as follows:Four members received by letter, seven dismissed: 
by letter, one excluded, and seven received by baptism. On Dec.5, 1887, 
the church met in a special called meeting. "by reason of Brother Hall 
reflsing to accept the call of the church." The minutes of this meet- 
ing state that "after considerable debate in which -was considerable: 
interest, on.motion the church agreed to call Bro. J.N. Anderson of» 
Prairie Grove as pastor for the ensuing year" ard appointed ‘I.E.Craig,: 
D.Y.Pryor and J.T.Webb to write and ascertain the facts in the 'case,.”. 
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Thus came to a close the year 1887 and the first Record Book of the 
business of the Spring Valley Baptist Church. Although the first Book 
also contains the first four meetings of 1888, this record has been 
transferred to the second Church Roll and Record Book, which was pub- 
lished by the Baptist Book House of Memphis, Tenn. On the first pages 
of this book, size 84 x 11 inches, are printed the Articles of Faith, 
Church Covenant, and Rules of Order. The second part of..the Book con- 
tains an alphabetically arranged Church Roll, together with "How and 
When Received, How and When Dismissed, anda space for Remarks. The 
remainder of the book is for Minutes of Meetings. 


Among the family names found on the Church Roll are Anderson, Black, 
Barnes, Boland, Conduff, Clayton, Creek, Cox, Coger, Craig, Day, Don- 
aldson, Fitch, Faust, Gibson, Greathouse, Graham, Garrett, Hammons, 
Homesley, Hinson, Harris, Johnson, Jones, Joyce, Joiner, Kelly, Morris, 
Mullens, McDaniel, Puryear, Parker, Pruner, Potts, Rush, Rutherford, 
Sanders, Speck, Tilman, Vaughan, Van Winkle, Webb, Wilson, Welch, 
Whittle, Wright and Youngman, 


Following the roll of membership there is a re-entry of the original 
organization with some additions. The entry has the title: Account of 
the Organization of the Spring Valley Baptist Church. Two sub-titles 
have been inserted: Names of the Organic Members and Statement of the 
Presbytery. The church evidently did not approve the Rules of Decorum 
as printed in the book, so these were restated, 


1888 - J.N.Anderson was elected pastor "for the ensuing year for one 
fourth of his time, salary 125 to be paid quarterly", at the January 
meeting; Mr.Anderson resigned in July to be effective after the August 
meeting, at which meeting S.S.Graham was elected to fill the unexpired 
time; agreed to pay S.S.Graham $36 for services rendered during 1888 
and also elected him pastor for the next year, and J.T.Webb as clerk. 


1889 - Delegates to the Association, elected in August, were R.H. 
Harris, D.Y.Puryear, E.B.Eddis and A.Sanders. The church did not meet 
in November because of the weather, and the election of a pastor was 
postponed from the December meeting. 


. 1890 - At the January meeting J. Baker was named pastor and J.T.Webb 
re-elected clerk, No minutes were entered for..a-September meeting, nor 
were the minutes entered for November and December. 


1891 - Two pastors served during the year, J. A. McDaniel and J.D. 
Strong; . a series of meetings was held in August; a meeting was held 
September 28 at Jack Johnson's on White River. 


1892 - J. D. Strong continued to serve as pastor; in May the hand of 
fellowship was withdrawn from one of the brothers for making and sell- 
ing whiskey; the pastor resigned in August and there is no record of 
meetings for October, November and December. 


1893 - The record begins with the September meeting at which time 
I.M.Phillips was elected pastor, who then made the following statement 
concerning his salary: "I will accept the work as called. I make no 
charges. I only request that a thorough canvass of the membership be 
made and find what each member can pay by the month, amount to be paid 


monthly." 


es 3e 


puss she ~ ‘The church was: shot a pastor but agreed to pay D. S.Graham 
$690 for his services. This year saw R.C.VanWinkle, William Mansfield 
ae R.H.Morris represent the GOES at the Association. ; 
“1895 - 5.5. Graham served as pastor for the year, with John Speck as 
the church: clerk, 


“1896 - - ‘The church met four timds during the year; at the agit meet-— 
ing named William Mansfield, William Joyce, M.A. Youngman and R.C. Van 
Winkle to the Association; the church had 15 additions by baptism and 
two by relation-. ‘ 


.2!1897 = Only three*meetings recorded and they were routine. 


1898 =.S.-S. Graham remains pastor; M.A.Youngman acting as clerk re=- 
fers to the church as The Church of God. 


« 1899 -W. T. Sanders, W. F. Sanders and A.H. Morris served as clerks 
“during the year, 


1900 - The following resolution was passed at the July meeting: Re- 
- solved that whereas there isa great delinquency on the part of a great 
many members of this church who do not attend church and have not for 
several years; Resolved therefore that the church have the roll of the 
‘membership called by the clerk for three meetings and the members 
“failing to answer their names without a lawful excuse will render 
+ themselves subject to the censor by the church and will be dealt with 
accordingly, 


.-- 1901 and through 1905 the church met regularly, with the following 
pastors: S. S. Graham, T. T. Black elected in March 1902; M.A.Youngman 
- 1904; and.J. C. Vannoy elected in January 1906. Clerks during this 


“period were: R.C.VanWinkle, Dovie Speck, Dovie Vaughan, Bertha Morris, 
..and W.L.Donaldson,. 


1906 — This was the year, judging from the number of charges pre- 
ferred and the number of times the church withdrew the hand of -fellow- 
ship, that the church put into effect the resolution passed in 1900, 
It was a busy year for committees making. investigations of charges 
made against members and visiting the absentees. 


1907 _.N.D.Harper and J.L.Brown served as pastor, W.W.Joyce was the 
church clerk, Delegates to the Associational meeting were coe C. Van 
Panes. A. Sanders and Henry Garnett. | 


1908 - J.L.Brown served as pastor, W.W.Joyce as clerk. The delegutes 
‘to: the -Association which met in Madison County. were G.A. Sanders, C.W. 
Miller and Jemes Gibson. One of the sisters was excluded in October 
for dancing. At the November meeting "by move and second the church 
“gave the school permission to use the house for school purposes. three 
“or four months at $3 per month,” 


s age —e « L.Brown, pastor; A, Sanders, cleric. . At the August, meeting 
+ the church agreed to pay the pastor $120 per year. 
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1910 - Re-elected J.L.Brown and A.Sanders as pastor and clerk. In 
August the church "granted school district permission to hold school 
in church building and to pay $3 per month for use of house"; in Dec- 
ember "elected Brother Clayton S. S. superintendent and John Pruner 
assistant, to take charge Jan, 1, 1911." 


1911 - The following report of "paid out cash" was made in March -- 
Elder Pittman, 2 weeks preaching in 1910 - $45; Elder Boyles, painting 
church, January 1911 - $40; Pastor's salary to August 1, 1911 = $155; 
Elder Brown, extra time in revival series - $5. 

There were no services in April, the pastor being sick, In May "the 
church selected. Brethren Walter Pruner, Walter Donaldson, A. Sanders 
C.1.Vaughan and James VanWinkle to confer with school directors and to 
price the church house at $300 with room to build new church house on 
same plot of ground, church to retain bell and have use of house until 
church can build." In August the church "appointed three trustees to 
deed church property to school district: C.I. Vaughan, John Shafer and 
G.A,Sanders. Church granted permission to use piano, and recalled Mr. 
Brown as pastor. In November the church appointed Bros. Jangradge (?), 
Will Sanders, C.I.Vaughan, G.A.Sanders, Mac Gibson, Walter Pruner and 
L. Sanders "to see after material for church house"; and Sisters Ella 
Sanders, Mrs, Harrison, Mrs. John Pruner and Mrs. Jangradge (?) “as 
finance committee to raise means for to build church house"; and then 
added J. Homesley and Allen Sanders to the building committee, 


1912 - D. L. Hood elected pastor in March; clerk reported J.L. Brown 
paid in full, $700 during the four years and six months he was with 
the church; in May agreed to pay pastor $10 per month; in August 
church changed building site, Allen and Henry Sanders making deed to 
the property and the church releasing title to former site and agreed 
to have written contract on building house, 


1913 - Passed resolution in January "that nothing only of religious 
nature should be allowed in new church"; in June "agreed to pay Mr. 
Parker $60 to help pay for benches to seat church house, he agreeing 
to raise balance"; in August "held meeting for eleven days for which 
Bro,Walters was paid $30.25 and Bro.Hood $20." 


1914 - The church agreed, in August, "to ‘pay the pastor $150 for one 
fourth of his time and to pay him monthly." 


1915 - The church re-elected D. L. Hood pastor and agreed to go from 
"one-fourth to one-half time preaching", and elected John Sanders sup- 
erintendent of Sunday School, Joe Homesley assistant; Harry Puryear, 
church clerk; C. I. Vaughan, treasurer; and appointed A.Sanders, H.G. 
Garrett and Ella Sanders delegates to the Association meeting at. 
Prairie Grove, | 


1916 - At the August meeting elected L.L.Johnson pastor for the en- 
suing year, and Andrew Harris, Dr.Potts and Albert Craig delegates to 
the Association, and Pete Homesley church clerk, 


1919 - H.P.Haley elected pastor at August meeting, A.W.Craig elected 
clerk and the church agreed to pay pastor $25 per month for one-fourth 
time, and elected Allen Sanders and wife to attend the state conven- 
tion at Little Rock. 
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1920 -— In March called W.R.Chandler as pastor "for half time, agree- 
ing to pay him $450 per year and ask the Board to help them $200 per 
year" and voted to meet the second Saturday and Sunday and the fourth 
Sunday,in.each month; the committee appointed to make a new roll re- 
ported "only 4 active members", In November recalled Bro.Chandler as 
pastor, "the call being unanimous and at eee, agreeing to pay him 
not less then $800 per year." 


1921 dune 26, moved to have revival meeting, Bro. Burton to assist 
pastor, John Sanders to lead singing; July 24, W. R.. Chandler resigned 
as pastor; August, called Bro. Bilberry as pastor at $25 per month and 
one-fourth time; Sept, 8, called meeting, recalled W.R.Chandler as 
pastor; ~~ December, elected Albert Craig church clerk, Alice a 
treasurer, Yola Homesley, Sunday School secretary. | 


The last meeting reported in the second book was held on: January al, 
1922, and was a routine meeting. 


The next to last entry in the book is dated Oct. 29, 1919, and is- 
evidently a note concerning the first meeting of a BYPU (Baptist Young 
People's Union) at Spring Valley church, There were 21 members resents 
and the report is signed by Sallie Homesley and Gladys Craig. 


Society Receives Gifts of Historical Records _ 


Mayor Alvin Seamster of Bentonville has fiven our Society copies of 
two interesting historical documents. One is an account of the battle 
of Pea Ridge written in 1906 by Samuel Claborn Parish, who was a 
teacher in the Pea Ridge Academy, which later became the Mt.Vernon 
Academy, then the Pea Ridge Masonic College. The other is the treaty 
between the Eastern and Western Cherokees in 1838 that formed the Cher- 
okee Nation! This is from at copy..of "The. Constitution and Laws of the 
Cherokee Nation", published in St.Louis in 1875, a copy of which b Mayor 
seamster recently acquired. — 


Through the courtesy ofMrs.J.Frank Deaver of Springdale, our Society 
has added to its growing collection of historical souvenirs a photo— 
graphic copy of her grandfather's discharge from Johnson's Island 
prison. He was James A, Walden, Captain in the 16th Arkansas Infantry 
CSA. The discharge, which is dated "J hnson's Island, Ohio, June 11, 
1865", describes Captain Walden thus: "Age 223 height, 5 ft 10 in; 
complexion, fair; eyes, gray; hair, dark; residence, Carrollton, Ark," 

The discharge bears the oath of allegiance on the back and ‘&an order 
from the Quartermaster's Office for transportation from Johnson's 


. Island: "to the point nearest accessible to his home by rail or steam 


boat." The endorsements on the document show that Captain Walden left 
Sandusky, Ohio, on June 11, 1865; reached Memphis, Tenn., June 14; re- 
ported to the Transportation Office at St, Louis, Mo., July 8 and re- 
ceived railroad transportation to Rolla, Mo.’ From Rolla, according to 
his diary recently published by the WCHS, he walked to his mother's 
home in Carroll County, Arkansas, arriving there on July 31, 1865. 
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Meadow Valley School Paper - 1934 


(Editor's Note: Mrs. Toy Cassat has loaned us a copy of the school 
paper put out by the pupils of the Meadow Valley School in 1934. The 
issue, which was edited by Clara Duncan and James Boshears, contains 
some history of the Mt.Comfort-University Farm section that FLASHBACK 
readers should find of interest. -- WJL) 


Transportation 


Most of the early settlers of the community came from Tennessee.Some 
ferried across the Mississippi River and came on horseback orin covered.. 
wagons. Solomon Tuttle crossed the Mississippi on ice with four yoke 
of oxen. His daughter, mother of Mrs. Alice Nolen Moore, was only ten 
years old at the time, She rode horseback part of the way. The wagon 
was called a "Tennessee Schooner". A. hammock made of cowhide was swung 
under the wagon. Sometimes the men slept in there at night and the 
dogs would ride in there during the day. 

--Mary Sue Prince 


How the Pioneers Lived 


How easy it is to turn a switch and flood a room with electric light. 
It was not so in Washington County a century ago. The housewife de- 
vised a lamp by using a shallow dish partially filled with lard or 
bear's grease. Into the grease a loosely—twisted cotton rag was im- 
mersed. One end of this wick was allowed to project over the edge of 
the dish and this projecting end was lighted. 

Next came the tallow candle, made in moulds of tin. In some neigh- 
borhoods there was but one family that could boast of owning a set of 
candle moulds,but this one set passed freely from house to house until 
all had a supply of candles laid away in a cool place sufficient to 
last for months. 


In the autumn, after the corn had ripened, but before it was fully 
hard, the grater was a popular method of converting it into meal. The 
grater was made by punching holes through a sheet of tin and _ then 
nailing the sheet rough-side: out, to a board somewhat narrower. so that 
the tin would slightly curve. Then an ear of corn was rubbed back and 
forth over the grater, the rough points cutting it into neal which ray’ 
down the board into a vessel, 

Mush made of grated meal, with a generous bowl of milk, often con- 
stituted the only supper of the pioneer. Cornpone and johnnycake were 
also made of grated meal, Pone was baked in the iron skillet, which 
was set over a bed of hot coals and more coals piled on the lid so the 
top would bake evenly with the bottom. Johnnycake was made by placing 
a stiff dough on a smooth board, then propping the board nearly up- 
right in front of the fire. When one side was baked it was turned over 
to give the other side its innings. 


The log cabin was the universal type of dwelling. But the cabins 
were not all of the same pattern. Those of the better class were known 
as saddle-bags; that is, one’ cabin on each side ofa wide hall or entry. 
The "three-P" order of architecture -- two pens and a passage. Ina 
house of this kind, one pen was used for the general living room and 
the other us kitchen and dining room, The sleeping apartments were in’ 
the loft and were reached by ladder. , 
--— Marjorie Moore 
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Early-Settlers of This Neighborhood 


Solomon. Tuttle was the first to settle in this neighborhood, He came 
‘here in 1827 or 1828 ,and built a home on the place where Sam and John 
Moore now live, He also built homes for his sons John and Mid Tuttle, 
He promoted education.by helping build schools.. 
~ In 1831 the Brewers came and settled the place south of Rudolph's 
now cut up in several places. They were the grandparents of Mr, Tom 
Taylor of Fayetteville. 

About 1835 Samuel Moore came and settled onthe State Farm and Lowell 
Moore, place. Then in 1837 his two sons,Joseph P. Moore and Allen Moore 
came from.Tennessee and bought their home place from S.G. Sneed. This 
_ Place is where R,B. Crouch now lives. J.P, Moore moved his family to 
Franklin County on the;Arkansas River in about 1842 and lived there 
until 1649, moving back:+o their home place where he died a year later, 

Hiram Davis was born in St, Louis, Mo., in 1813 and came to Washing- 
ton County .about 1832 or 1833. He served as. Deputy County Clerk, 
treasurer of the University, and County Judge from 1872 to 1878. 

Dr. Deane came from Tennessee in the early 1840's and married Miss 
McKissick. He lived in town for a while and later bought what is now 
the Rudolph home, He moved his family to Texas during the Civil War, 
then moved back here, and died in 1884. His first wife died about 1850 
but he married her cousin, another Miss McKissick. 

- The McCormick family came to-Fayetteville but later lived on the Dr. 
Deane place while, he was in Texas,. Afterwards he built:the home where 
Miss Belle McCormick now lives, - , -— Joe Bennett Crouch 


More Early Settlers 


Of the first settlers in the Mt. Comfort neighborhood may be men- 
tioned, Solomon Tuttle, William Cunningham, Isaac Murphy, wW. A. and 
James McCurdy and Hezekiah Appleby. 

This place was originally in the Mt.Comfort neighborhood but in 1887 
because of crowded conditions of the school, the People withdrew from 
the Mt. Comfort district and formed another district. Jerry Taylor, 
George Deane and George F.Moore were active in carrying out these plans. 

Other early settlers were Hiram Davis, grandfather of Allen Davis, 
and relatives of Mrs, Deane and Mrs, John Sanders, the McCormicks, and 
later the Porters, Rudolphs, Nettleships, Evins, Mullens, L. L. Moore 
and others. Joseph P. and Matilda C. (Abbott) Moore, both natives of 
Tennessee, came to this community in 1837 and settled where their 
granddaughter, Mrs.Lottie Moore Crouch, now lives, 

While In Tennessee, Mr.Moore made spinning machines but after coming 
to Arkansas he engaged in farming. He died in 1850. This family con- 
sisted of seven children, all boys. George P. was born in Washington 
County May 6, 1843, and was educated at Ozark Institute. In 1865 he 
married Miss Alice Nolen, granddaughter of Solomon Tuttle. -There were - 
nine children, three of whom still live in the neighborhood -- Mrs. 
L. L. Moore, Sam and John Moore. Younger sons of J.and M. Moore were 
Thomas Moore, father of Mrs.John Sanders, Joseph Moore, father of Mrs. 
Crouch, and Miss Nan Moore, and John Moore, . 

George Deane, son of Dr. and Mrs. Charles Deane, lived on the place 
now owned by Mrs. Merrill. He was Sheriff of Washington County. and in- > 
terested in the growing of stock. _He married Elizabeth Davis, aunt of 
Alien Davis. There was a large family of boys and girls who took an > 
aétive interest in neighborhood affairs. A number. of.books now in the 
school library were given by Mrs.Ruth Deane Jackson and Mrs. Belle 
Deane Davenport. 
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The people of the community formerly went to Mt. Comfort and Appleby 
to church and school until they became so crowded that about 1877 they 
withdrew from the district and held school in an old house that stood 
just northeast of the well on the Guisinger place where Mr. John Mayes 
now lives. Miss Julia Leverett taught one or two years in this school. 

Mr.Deane gave the community land on which to build the Deane school- 
house, which stood on the northwest corner of the place now owned by 
B. A. Rudolph. When the school was moved, this land went back to the 
heirs. The district was organized by Jerry Taylor, George Deane and 
George Moore, who were made the first directors. Besides Miss Julia 
Leverett, - other teachers of the Deane school were Miss Willie Deane, 
Miss Rosser, Florence Buchanan, Mrs. McCarthy, Mrs. Lucy Mullen Hays, 
Miss John Mount, Mrs. Cleo Root Ucker, Prof. Tidball. , : 

The old Deane schoolhouse used to be where Mr.and Mrs. Ward live now. : 
When it was torn down, the best part was taken.to build what.was then 
Mr, Albert Gray's house. Then Mr.P.T.Gray owned it, when Mr.L.L.Moore 
bought it. The house burned not long ago. Mr.Fred Bolen helped to haul 
the lumber to build the house, and all the lumber that was of no use 
in building the house, he hauled it to town for kindling. 


The Meadow Valley School was organized in 1907 with B.A.Rudolph, J.T 
Evins and George F. Deane as directors. Miss Madeline Deane taught the 
first school. Either the Deanes or Evins gave the school its name. 
Among the pupils who attended the first school at Meadow Valley were 
Rudolphs, Sanders, Moores, Deanes, Evins, McPhaddens, Sexsons. Since 
that date the school has grown steadily, reaching an enrollment of 65 
in 1931-32, In 1910-11 there was a six-months school with an attend- 
ance of about 20. In 1911-12 the term was seven months, and from 1912 
to 1913 the term has been eight months. 

-—— Ruth Bolen 


Sunday School and Church 


The Mt. Comfort and Meadow Valley neighborhoods held Sunday School 
and church services together at Mt. Comfort. When the Meadow Valley 
schoolhouse was built, the people of the community organized a Sunday 
School to meet on Sunday afternoons. Dr.Willis of the First Presbyter- 
ian Church and other Fayetteville ministers held services, This Sunday 
Schol continued for several years. 


Agriculture ° 


The Meadow Valley community has always been strictly agricultural. 
The lot around the schoolhouse on the north and east side of the road 
grew strawberries. This. land is now owned by the University Farm and 
planted in corn and other products. The strawberries were owned by Mr. 
Jess Williams, B. A. Rudolph and Anderson Davis. Later on, the farmers 
raised grain, small fruits and vegetables. 

Another industry has been dairying. There is a dairy on the Univer- 
Sity Farm, and L.L.Moore has run a dairy for years. Mr,Sutton: runs a 
dairy, too, 

There were only two stores inthe neighborhood, one on the University 
Farm between Boshears and Bolens and another at Lilburn (Barbara). The 
one on the University Farm was owned by George Sanders; the one at 
Lilburn by Jesse Williams, B.A.Rudolph and Anderson Davis. 

—— Glenice Rheam 
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se Li: | es . “Our scerSGary Has His Orders 


Mailing out of FLASHBACK and other pabieneions of the weeTee is 
done by our secretary-treasurer, Tom Feathers, Box 225, Fayetteville. 
He has been instructed by the Board of Directors to send only to mem- 
bers who have paid their 1955 dues.. FLASHBACK is a membership publica-— 
tion and we do not sell single copies. However, we do try to help 
libraries and individuals who wish to. complete their files.The Society 
has no honorary or free members. We operate on a budget of about 
ieihge vl, 000 , ‘which is covered by membership dues and sale of Bulletins. 


of this issue of FLASHBACK (April 1955), 325 copies have been print-— 
ed. Of these, 225 have been sent to members who have paid their dues, 
75 copies are being held for 1954 members who have not yet renewed 
their membership. 25 copies are for the Society's own files, This is 
the final notice that . 1955 membership dues in the Washington County 
“2 Historical Society are over-due. | 


Regarding our Bulletin Series: 10 Bulletins have been published dur- 

ing the past four years, These are printed in a limited edition of 100 

. copies each, We. still have for sale Nos. 1, 2, 9 and 10, which may be 

secured from the Secretary for $1 each. We cannot supply any other 
.onumbers. 


-. FLASHBACK is published six times. a year. The Billetins, however, 
“appear irregularly, depending on the discovery of important historical 
Material and the receipt of worth-while manuscripts. If you wish to 

assure yourself of all Bulletins published by the Society, all you 

need do is to inform the Secretary and a copy of each will be reserved 

for you. We have such instructions from the libraries of the Universi- 

ty of Arkansas, Arkansas State Teachers College, Arkansas Polytechnic 

College, College of the Ozarks, and several city libraries, as well as 

the libraries of the New York Historical Society, the American Anti- 

quarian Society, the University of Wisconsin, and University of Texas. 

Other libraries that have Arkansas collections are invited to write to 

our Secretary and thus assure themselves of receiving all of our publi- 
cations. | 


1955 officers of the Washington County Historical Society are: 
President — Fount Richardson, M.D. 
Vice-Presidents -— Miss Grace Albright, H.E. pao arse LW. ca 
Secretary—Treasurer -— Tom Feathers . 
Editor of Publications — W. J. Lemke 
Directors - Miss Rowena Gallaway, A.S.Humphreys, R. R. Logan, 

se : Mrs, Lessie Stringfellow Read, F. S. Root, Ralph Shreve 
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